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Baking Free 
Pesach Message - 8th of Nisan, 5778 

The Feast of Pesach binds a believer every year to the Promise of Deliverance, which first 

commenced in Mitzrayim. Our Creator defines himself not by His enormity as author of all 

creation, but as a rescuer of a small group of dysfunctional and stiff necked human beings in 

a tiny corner of the cosmos.  
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We clean our homes of all leaven, representing sin. It’s our job to work on removing sin from 

our lives, this is not Moshiach’s role! Rebbe Yahshua’s role is to enable you to do it, provide 

help as you do it and give you grace as you do it. There’s millions of people who claim him as 

their own and yet do very little about sin in their life.  

“What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! 

How can we who died to sin still live in it?” (Romans 6:1-2)  

The observance of Pesach also binds a person to the nation of Yisrael. Why? Because, being 

one is synonymous with being saved! When you profess that you are Yisrael, you are also 

professing that you are saved. More specifically, if you live like Yisrael, you’re living a life 

eligible for salvation. Being a Yisraelite is a privilege.  
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The name ָרֵאל  Yisrael means “man who contends with El.” It was given to Ya’akov, who ִישְׂ

wrestled with a ָאך  Malach (angel) and prevailed. Ya’akov is the third patriarch of the nation ַמלְׂ

of Yisrael, becoming the progenitor of the majority of the twelves tribes. He contended for 

the truth, growing up alongside an evil twin brother, resorting to tricky to preserve Avraham’s 

Promise. He overcame the environment of Lavan, the contentions within his own family and 

weathered the loss of his son Yoseph, finally to be reunited with him and lived out his 

remaining years with joy.  

If someone works hard to achieve a difficult task, should he not reap some reward? Avraham 

behaved in a way that was different from the status quo of his time. He thus received a great 

Promise as a reward. So too, descendants should think, speak and act in like manner to the 

best of their ability. We are called to be a set-apart from the nations. We are meant to carry 

a notable distinction. To do this, we must always avoid assimilation.  

This is why the nature of Pesach is exclusive. It follows the theme of only a remnant being 

saved. 

"Though the number of the Yisraelites be like the sand by the sea, only the remnant will be 

saved.” (Romans 9:27)  

This is why, in Temple times, no-one could celebrate it who was uncircumcised.  

“…neither a traveller nor a hired servant may eat it…If a foreigner staying with you wants 

to observe Yahweh’s Pesach, all his males must be circumcised. Then he may take part and 
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observe it; he will be like a citizen of the land. But no uncircumcised person is to eat it.” 

(Exodus 12:43, 48)  

 

There was absolutely no concessions here. If a firstborn Yisraelite in Egypt failed to be 

circumcised on the night of the Death of the Firstborn or failed to paint his doorposts with 

lamb’s blood, he would have died along with the Egyptians. The stringencies here are carried 

over throughout the feasts celebration while a Temple stands. Feasts done today, are 

memorial based. They are not actually observed as they are commanded in the Torah and this 

is a 100% kosher. It’s observed as a memorial or a commemoration.  

“This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it 

as a festival to Yahweh--a lasting ordinance.” (Exodus 12:14)  

Jewish homes don’t even use lamb in their Seders, because they emphasise the memorial 

nature of the feast, while there is no Temple. In contrast, some Messianic groups actually 

prepare and slaughter a lamb according to the exact ordinance. While the sincerity of this act 

may be genuine, it ends up being a type of transgression as other ordinances are not observed 

due to ignorance or lack of a Tabernacle or Temple.  

Salvation Demonstration 

So once a year, natural or grafted-in descendants of the original Exodus re-enact their 

ancestor’s salvation, using food and beverage to heighten the experience. By participating in 



5 
 

the Seder, a person becomes included in that ancient event and thus becomes joined in 

communal salvation.  

“I am making this covenant, with its oath, not only with you who are standing here with us 

today in the presence of Yahweh our Elohim, but also with those who are not here today.” 

(Deuteronomy 29:14-15)  

The concept of salvation is known as ‘instant and progressive.’ A person with a changed heart, 

who expresses his wrong and shows determination to change is saved, but that salvation is 

worked out over a lifetime. Its instant and progressive.  It can strengthen over time, or it can 

weaken.  

Yahweh, in his infinite wisdom created a host of activities for his children and their 

descendants to follow to keep them intact over the centuries until the time of the end. There 

are many things to be observed, Temple of no Temple, which in some cases are indicate in 

nature. Pesach is probably one of the most time consuming and expensive High Holidays to 

observe.  

Symbolism of Two Chief Pesach Elements and Communal Salvation 

The Seder is threaded together from the beginning to the end with the use of wine and 

Unleavened bread. Wine is always synonymous with blood of Rebbe Yahshua. The lamb is 

central, but it comes within the midst of the Seder and then leaves.  

But like the wine, the unleavened bread is a constant. As most of us already know, unleavened 

bread represents the final earthly state of our Rebbe. The bread is baked causing it to puff 

and stripped with piercings. The baked state of the bread mimics the bruises that he suffered 

at the hands of the Romans and the stripes represent his lashes. So too, the piercings 

represent the impaling of his limbs.  

Unleavened bread symbolises poverty, the ability to live on just the very bare minimum. It 

symbolises haste, that is the act of fleeing sin.  

“Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with 

those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.” (2 Timothy 2:22) 

“Run away from sin like you would from a snake: If you go near it, it will bite you. Its teeth 

are lion’s teeth, destroying a person’s life.” (Sirach 21:2) 

“With the dough the Yisraelites had brought from Egypt, they baked loaves of unleavened 

bread. The dough was without yeast because they had been driven out of Egypt and did not 

have time to prepare food for themselves.” (Exodus 12:39) 

“During the first month in the evening of the fourteenth day of the month, you are to eat 

matzot [unleavened bread], until the evening of the twenty-first day of the month. For 

seven days no hametz [leaven] is to be found in your houses, for whoever eats hametz, that 

soul will be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether he is an outsider or one who is 

born in the land. You are to eat no hametz; in all your houses you are to eat matzot.” 

(Exodus 12-:18-20) 
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It symbolizes affliction, slavery, lack of luxury. It is designed, along with the whole Passover 
meal, to help the children of Yisrael re-enact the Passover event, year after year, each 
generation telling the story to the next. It was an issue of remembering what Elohim had done 
for them, in rescuing them from slavery and death. 

In time, Yeshua would hold this same Passover matzah up and say to his followers, not just 
that “This is the bread of affliction our fathers ate in Egypt”, but more so that “This is my 
body, broken for you. Do this in remembrance of me”. 

Yachatz – Dividing the Matzah  
 
The Seder plate includes three matzot.  Traditionally, these are placed in a special white 

covering with three parts called the “Echad” which means “a compound unity,” the very word 

we find in the Shema; “Hear, O Israel: Yahweh is our Elohim, Yahweh is echad.” 

(Deuteronomy 6:4) 

During the Seder, the middle matzah is removed and broken.  The largest of the two pieces is 

then wrapped and hidden away to be found later by the children (representing the next 

generation). This hidden portion of matzah is called “The Afikomen,” a Greek word, meaning 

“One who comes after.”   

What Judaism Says 

Various explanations are given for the purpose of three matzot that are united as one, but 

none explains why the middle matzah is broken.   Some say they represent the High Priest, 

Levites and the People. Others say it represents Avraham, Yitzhak and Ya’akov.  Still others 

say it has something to do with the double portion of manna given in the wilderness with one 

more added for Pesach.  Like an open secret, the broken middle matzah,  (the Isaac of the 

Patriarch’s), remains an unanswered mystery opened only to those who are enabled to see. 

Corresponding to the “sefirot chochmah, binah and da'at (chabad), the matzot” represent 
our meditation and knowledge of Yahweh in an inner state of bitul, self-nullification. The 
matzot also remind us to continually be aware of the Commonwealth of Yisrael, who are 
divided into the three categories of Cohen, Levi and Israel (which correspond to the three 
matzot). 
 
Yachatz involves taking the middle matzah of the three matzahs on the Seder table, and 
breaking it into two uneven pieces. The larger half is put away for the Afikomen; we recite the 
entire Hagaddah over the smaller piece. 
 
Yachatz shows us that in order for us to truly move toward redemption, some aspect of 
ourselves has to be broken. 
 As Psalm 34:18 declares: “Yahweh is close to the brokenhearted  
 and saves those who are crushed in spirit.”  
“You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt 
offerings. My sacrifice, O Elohim, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart you, Elohim, 
will not despise. May it please you to prosper Zion, to build up the walls of Jerusalem. Then 
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you will delight in the sacrifices of the righteous, in burnt offerings offered whole; then bulls will 
be offered on your altar. (Psalms 51:15-19)  
 

What a Nazarene Yisraelite Sees 

Three pieces of Matzah are separated by additional pieces of linen joined in one which 
symbolizes a unity or “echad.”  This is a compound unity – a whole consisting of three parts.  
As a Messianic Nazarene Believer this represents the three manifestations of Elohim: Abba – 
Divine Parent; Adam Kadmon – Express Image of Yahweh- Yahshua; Ruach HaKodesh – the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
The leader at the Seder Table symbolically washes their hands using the finger bowl.  Then 
pulls out the Middle piece of Matzah and holds it up. He then says, “Observe the piece of 
Matzah.  See the holes in which it is pierced.  Notice the flatness or crushed look.  Behold the 
stripes on the body of the bread.”  

 
Then he recites,  
“He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the 
chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed. (Isaiah 53:5)” 
 
“I will pour on the House of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace 
and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for 
Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn. 
(Zechariah 12:10)” 
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The Middle piece of Matzah is broken, just as our Messiah was afflicted and broken.  One half 
is wrapped in a separate white cloth, just as Messiah’s body was wrapped for burial and was 
hidden away in the tomb for three days and three nights.  This broken piece of Matzah is 
called the ‘Afikomen’ – a Greek word meaning ‘that which comes after.’” 

 
 
The Head of the House hides the “Afikomen.”  
 
Then someone recites:  
“I am the bread of life.  Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness and are dead. This is 
the bread which comes down from heaven, that one may eat of it and not die.   I am the 
living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; 
and the bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give for the life of the world. (John 
6:48-51)”  
 
The unwrapped matzah is then passed around the table for everyone to break a piece off for 
themselves.  The Leader returns and says, “Let us now share a piece of this unleavened bread 
of Passover, for our dispersed people everywhere are sharing this bread that forms the bond 
of a commonwealth.” 
 
Everyone lifts up their portion of bread and recites: “Baruch ata Yahweh, Elohainu, Melech 
haOlam, haMotzi Matzah min haAretz. Amein.” 
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Blessed are You Yahweh, our Elohim, King of all the Universe, Who resurrects the unleavened 
bread from the ground. Let us all that are hungry come and eat this bread of affliction.  Let us 
all that are in need share in the hope of Passover. Amein 
 

This is symbolism is enacted by Orthodox Jews and Messianics all over the world. Every year 

our numbers increase. People fall away, people come in, the sifting continues on and on as 

people try and change the unchangeable or surrender and stay with Commonwealth of Yisrael 

thus maintaining their eligibility to be rescued.  

Pesach is a call for you to fake it until you make it! Sure, you’ve got issues, your pulled from 

pillar to post by your yetza hara (evil inclination) and your yetza tov (good inclination). You 

think the Children of Yisrael left Mitzrayim (Egypt) perfect? No, they left screwed up, their 

salvation came while they were still enslaved, not only to their Mitzrite task masters, but to 

their own selves.  

 

Salvation has always been a communal thing, not an individual thing.  “The whole community 

of Yisrael must celebrate it.” (Exodus 47) 

In Scripture, Yisrael are often referred to as “The Children of Yisrael.”  

When a baby is born it enters a broken world. As the child grows he gradually takes in the 

environment around him, and senses that there is something wrong with it. Children, 

especially today, are bombarded with nonsense. Is it any wonder a parent is enjoined to teach 

Elohim’s wisdom to them thoroughly?  

“You shall teach (the commandments) diligently to your children and shall speak of them 

when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you 

rise up.” (Deuteronomy 6:7) 

A child first learns how to lie from his parents. A parent installs a rule and a punishment if the 

rule is broken, the child breaks the rule and the punishment is not administered. This is the 

first lie a child observes. A punishment, whatever it is that fails to be administered devastates 

a child.  

A child observes the dysfunctionality of the family, a quality inherent in all families to a greater 

or lesser extent since the fall in Gan Eden. Think about it, have you ever met a functional 

family with no issues? Then the child grows into an adolescent and receives all manner of 

oppressive influences, distractions and temptations, giving rise to a new generation, a little 

worse than the one before, and so it repeats. 

In the beginning man was created to be a conductor over the orchestra of creation, to 

maintain, to help grow and bring forth beauty from the world. But now his position has 

changed. His mission now is to repair, restore, renew and fix a broken world. But how can he 

be expected to do this, when his very nature wars against him and he perceives that he is like 

a beast, drawn to desires that gratify the ego and the flesh.  
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The Body of Death 

Rav Sha’ul said, “Oh what a wretched man I am! Who will set me free from the body of this 

death?” (Romans 7:24)  

The body is subject to weakness as it pulls in opposition to the will of the Spirit.  

“Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh 

is weak.” (Matthew 26:41)  

The body and the spirit are at constant war.  

But, what is a human really? In Hebrew the term for body is ָבָשר "basar."  

A human consists of a higher world component, the soul, and a lower world component, the 

body. (Gen. R. viii. 14; Ḥag. 16a) The body was made to serve the soul, and intricately designed 

to fulfil the Torah. But through the working of inequity, most men work the other way around, 

living as bodies, with their souls serving it. HaSatan knew that the coming deliverer would be 

born of flesh and Spirit, therefore, he knew that this rescuer will have to content with an evil 

inclination  

The dust of which the body is made was composed of contributions from all the regions of 

the earth (Sanh. 38a; Rashi to Gen. ii. 7). 

This body retains in the nails traces of an original coat of glory (Rashi on Gen. ii. 21), but 

currently possesses 248 members (bones) and 365 nerves (compare Targum Yer. to Gen. i. 

27), which correspond to the number of mitzvot in the Torah (613).  

From where will my help come from?  

“A song of ascents. I lift up my eyes to the mountains-- where does my help come from? My 

help comes from Yahweh, the Maker of heaven and earth.” (Psalm 121:1-2) 

The only nation on earth with any reason to abandon hope for any type of rescue, are the 

Jews, since their oppression and attempted genocide in Egypt, their story has been one long 

back and forth tale of oppression and freedom, oppression and freedom, oppression and 

freedom. But unlike the other nations of their time, they are the only ones who still exist as 

the nation they once were.  

“But Yahweh is with me like a dreaded champion; Therefore, my persecutors will stumble 

and not prevail. They will be utterly ashamed, because they have failed, with an everlasting 

disgrace that will not be forgotten.” (Jeremiah 20:11) 

The Exodus is An Allegory of Being Born Again  
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The story of Exodus is undeniably a powerful metaphor -- a journey of personal and corporate 

transformation -- a family of 70 people going to Egypt because of a famine, and they settle in 

Goshen -- the land of Goshen is at first this very fertile, nurturing environment where the 

[Israelite] people can grow into a nation. But over time it changes, and what was once a 

nurturing womb for growth becomes this oppressive society where they are enslaved.  

The liberation from Egypt, the wilderness journey and the final entry into the Land of Yisrael 

is an allegory of the individual’s journey through their walk. All the disruptions, complaints, 

failures, set-backs, disasters, as well as all the successes, victories, opportunities, 

achievements mirror the same cycle of experiences that each person undergoes in the walk.   

Now, go and prepare for your liberation, it’s coming soon.  

 

 

 

 


