
Introduction to Proverbs Part 4 – The Decline 
Welcome to the broadcast. This is part 4 in our introduction to the Book of 
Proverbs looking at the author of this book – Shlomo HaMelech aka King Solomon. 
King Solomon was the wisest man to ever live, second only to Yahshua ben Yoseph 
HaNetzaret our Moshiach.  

Solomon ruled the Kingdom of Israel from 970 to 931 BCE. There is archaeological 
evidence for his existence though it is scant mainly due to the thorough tearing 
down of his kingdom over centuries by Israel’s enemies.  

King Solomon elevated the status of the nation of Israel for a time on par with the 
condition of the nation in the age to come during the reign of Yahshua HaMoshiach. 
It was a golden age, where Israel enjoyed tributes from every civilised nation of 
that era.  He had an impressive mobile infantry consisting of 12,000 cavalry, with 
4,000 stalls for his chariots. He had a navy and the most influential advisors of the 
day sat amid his lavish court. He secured for himself a wife from each of the 
neighbouring royal houses, thus binding the nations to him by domestic ties as was 
the custom of the day. He built an impressive city that drew dignitaries from every 
land to behold the city’s beauty of which the central attraction was the Holy 
Temple.  

It seems incomprehensible that someone as great, as Elohim fearing, as wise as 
dedicated as Solomon could slide from the summit of holiness, but it happened. 
We have seen that the despite the Ark’s golden splendour internally and externally, 
it still had a core of Shittim wood – the wood of foolishness – and so it can be with 
even the greatest of the great. The need for vigilance never ends, because the Evil 
Inclination never rests. Foolish people can be misled easily by its wiles, but wise 
people can be in even greater danger, because they may forget that while their 
wisdom is limited, Elohim’s is infinite.  

R’ Yitzchak said: Why were the reasons for the Torah’s commandments 
not revealed? Because the reasons for two verses were revealed and 
the great one of the worlds [I.e., Solomon] stumbled over them. (Slide) 
It is written” “And [the king] shall not have too many wives” [so that 
his heart will not turn away from Elohim] (Deuteronomy 17:17). 
Solomon said, “I will many [wives] and I will not turn away.” But it is 
written: “So it was that when Solomon grew old, his wives swayed 
his heart” (1 Kings 11:4). The passage continues that the Torah 
commands the king not to have too many horses lest he send his 
people back to Egypt to deal in horses for him. Solomon said that he 
would have large numbers of horses and avoid Egypt, but he was wrong 
(Sanhedrin 21b).  

The Torah limits the power of the monarchs of Israel. He was forbidden to take 
excessive numbers of wives lest they sway his heart, and he was not to have an 
excessive number of horses for his retinue lest he engage in commerce with Egypt, 
the source of the finest horses.  
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Solomon was certain that the wisest of all men could surely avoid these clearly 
spelled out traps. Without doubt he had good reasons for taking so many wives and 
for accumulating tens of thousands of steeds, and he was confident that his 
wisdom would prevent him from falling into the traps that await lesser men. So he 
did take many wives – and they did sway his heart. And he did fill his stables – and 
he did flood Egypt with emissaries.  

The Vilna Gaon comments that Israel is likened to the moon, which waxes to 
fullness and then wanes. This symbolises the history of Israel. The lunar month is 
twenty-nine full days; it’s fifteenth day is the time when it reaches the peak of its 
powers and then begins to recede. Solomon, the fifteenth generation from 
Avraham, reached the highest pinnacles in Jewish history; the first ten chapters of 
1 Kings list his unprecedented greatness, wealth, power, and international stature. 
But on the fifteenth day of the month the moon begins to wane. And so did 
Solomon.  

Chapter 11 of 1 Kings lists the seeds of Solomon’s decline, which eventually led to 
the split of the Nation of Israel into two kingdoms after Solomon’s death. It seems 
inconceivable that Solomon could be guilty of idolatry; did not the Sages say that 
sin can only stem from a spirit of idiocy? How can this be said of the wisest of men?  

(Slide) “So it was that when Solomon grew old his wives swayed his heart after 
the Elohim of others [i.e., idols], and his heart was not as complete with 
Yahweh, his Elohim, as had been the heart of his father David. Solomon went 
after Ashtoreth, the Elohim of the Sidonians, and after Milcom, the abomination 
of the Ammonites. And Solomon did what was sinful in the eyes of Yahweh, and 
did not fulfil [his obligation of] following Yahweh as his father David had done 
(1 Kings 11:4-6)” 

So serious was this transgression on its face, that the Men of the Great Assembly 
wanted to add Solomon to the list of the three kings – Jereboam, Ahav and 
Menashe – who lost their share in the World to Come. To show them that they 
should desist, three Heavenly signs came to them, but they persisted in their 
resolve. Finally, a Heavenly voice rang out, with the words of Job 34:33, saying: Is 
it from you that [punishment] is meted out, that you despise [Solomon]? Shall you 
choose and not I? It took Elohim Himself to inform His great Sanhedrin that it was 
for Him alone to decide who would enter the World to Come. Despite Solomon’s 
sin, he still remained Solomon (Sanhedrin 104b).  

The Talmud declares that whoever claims that Solomon sinned – that he literally 
worshiped idols – is in error. It is noteworthy that the above passage describes 
Solomon’s sin as a failure to live up to the example of David; that implies clearly 
that he was not guilty of actual idolatry. He himself remained totally loyal to 
Elohim, but he did not prevent some of his wives from erecting idols and 
worshipping their Elohim, and for that Scripture condemns him as if he himself had 
joined in their worship (Shabbos 56b).  
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For someone else, such neglect would be an unfortunate though understandable 
lapse; for someone as great as Solomon, it was tantamount to the gravest of all 
sins.  

Unquestionably, Solomon fell short of his own lofty standard and Scripture 
criticises him in the harshest terms. The Talmud continues that Solomon would 
gladly have served as a groom to swine to prevent those words from being written 
about him. Because he was so great, because all the excess and luxury of his life 
did not affect he essential purity, his lapses were so unforgivable. Great people 
must hew to high standards; the greatest people must hew to standards 
unimaginably high by ordinary standards.  

In the words of R’ S.R. Hirsh on Proverbs:  

Solomon teaches “not to have reliance on whatever Elohim has already granted, 
but to trust Elohim, be confident about what he has in store for us. It means to 
build our entire future upon Elohim, to be unshakable in our conviction that we 
can reach our goal in life only with Elohim, from Elohim and with Elohim’s help. 
Hence we should ask ourselves at every step whether the aims we seek and the 
means by which we try to attain them are in keeping with Elohim’s will, to such an 
extent that we may hopefully expect his assistance. This is the attitude which, 
according to Mishlei, is fundamental to the tzaddik’s thinking. Contrastingly, we 
are shown how faith can sunder on the cliff of arrogance, how it can be misled and 
misleading by its overreliance on human understanding and by the thought that 
Elohim’s knowledge, teachings, and guidance – and consequently also His 
assistance – can be dispensed with. A lawless person thinks that his own 
intelligence and calculations make him able to do virtually anything at all; he ‘lifts 
his eyes’; and by raising, ‘lifting high’ his eyes, by putting his confidence entirely 
on his own qualifications, he lets his heart’s desires roam far and wide.”  

Solomon was hardly a “lawless person,” but even his lapses remain a constructive 
lesson for us, because they demonstrate the Covenant Keeper’s duty never to relax 
his striving to improve and his vigilance against backsliding.  

____________ 

Okay, now let’s iron out a few things out.  

Solomon was bequeathed the Kingdom of Israel at age twelve. But it was never the 
Almighty’s perfect will that Israel have a king. Yahweh would be their king, but the 
people persisted and like the twelves spies, disaster continued to strike each one 
and their subjects suffered immensely. Here’s what happened: “Samuel 
summoned the people of Israel to Yahweh at Mizpah and said to them, “This is 
what Yahweh, the Elohim of Israel, says: ‘I brought Israel up out of Egypt, and I 
delivered you from the power of Egypt and all the kingdoms that oppressed 
you.’ But you have now rejected your Elohim, who saves you out of all your 
disasters and calamities. And you have said, ‘No, appoint a king over us.’ So 
now present yourselves before Yahweh by your tribes and clans.” (1 Samuel 
10:17-19) 
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Later Samuel relay’s how each leader up until Saul was chosen by him, but “Now 
therefore behold the king whom you have chosen, and whom you have desired! 
and, behold, Yahweh has set a king over you. (1 Samuel 12:13)” So, already 
Israel was going to be in for a rollercoaster ride, even well before the fall of King 
Solomon.  

Now, remembering our understanding that “the greater the person, the greater his 
Evil Inclination,” because a great man is driven, creative, innovative and thorough 
in all he does, and if he succumbs to his evil inclination, these qualities birth great 
evil. The zeal that he had to do goodness slowly gets hijacked and feeds his base 
desires.  

The wheels began to derail when Solomon took the daughter of Pharaoh as his 
wife.   It is said that at this point, the Arch Angel Gavriel descended from heaven, 
inserted a reed in the sea. Over the years more and more earth gathered around it 
until the day Jeroboam erected the golden calves at bethel and Dan, a hut was 
built and this was the first of the dwelling places of Rome.  

On the night of King Solomon’s nuptial with Pharaoh’s daughter she had her 
attendants from Egypt play upon a thousand different musical instruments of 
which each one was dedicated to a pagan Elohim whose name was mentioned 
aloud. She also spread over the kings bed a tapestry cover studded with diamonds 
and pearls, which gleamed and glittered like constellations in the night sky. When 
Solomon went to rise he saw the stars and thought it was still night he slept until 
the fourth hour of the morning. As a consequence, the daily sacrifices could not be 
brought and the people were plunged into grief. Because the Temple keys lay 
under Solomon’s pillow and the people dared not wake the king. Beth Sheva 
attempted to dissuade her son from lewdness telling him, “Keep well in mind the 
things that are necessary in the life of a king.” Apart from being married to a 
Gentile whose heart was dictated by pure motives, King Solomon also began to 
accrue many horses and much gold and silver.  

Then came The Queen of Sheba, who had heard about Solomon’s great wisdom and 
desired to travel to Jerusalem with a large tribute consisting of many servants, 
gold and incense. When she finally arrived at Solomon’s palace a peculiar 
precaution was taken by the king to establish her identity, as she and her kingdom 
where shrouded in great mystery and it was widely whispered that she was a 
demon with cloven feet. Solomon built a pool near the entrance of his palace and 
has the queen approached she lifted her garments to wash her feet and to 
Solomon’s relief her feet were normal.  

The two spent much time together speaking words of wisdom and exchanging 
riddles. Solomon’s talk was focused on nature, science and life while the Queen of 
Sheba’s talk was of a more personal nature. Solomon was besotted by her urging 
her to stay with him one more night. She agreed and after and fine farewell 
banquet where the food was excessively spicy, he told her if you take something 
from me before the dawn I should be allowed to take something of yours. She 
agreed. During the night, because of the spicy food she had eaten she drank from a 

  4



cup of water near her bed. Upon seeing this Solomon told her she broke her 
promise and he lay with her that night. After the event Solomon had a bad dream 
in which the sun departed from his kingdom and never returned. In the morning 
the Queen of Sheba left with her entourage and she would later find out that she 
was pregnant. Some say that this is why Jews were found in Ethiopia.  

At the height of his reign, King Solomon was said to be ruler of the entire Universe, 
even being able to control angels and demons to do his will and all work for the 
benefit of man. Foreign kings were known to appeal to Solomon to banish demons 
from their land.  

The charges laid against Solomon in heaven soon began to reap their 
consequences. A particularly powerful demon led him away from Jerusalem on a 
quest to find a shamir worm, an animal that was attracted to a particular dye that 
when applied to stone, made it eat through the granite wherever the dye was 
spread. The demon tricked him, by assuming his identity and leaving him in a 
foreign city, thousands of miles away from Jerusalem. Finally, Solomon returned 
only to see that his kingdom was now in tatters with ten of the twelve tribes ready 
to break away from the nation. He died at the young age of 55 and the golden age 
of Solomon had waned like the moon.  
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