
Parashat Bamidbar  

 

Torah: Bamidbar (Numbers) 1:1-4:20  

Fourth, Fifth & Sixth Aliyah: Bamidbar (Numbers) 3:1- 51  

We begin the new book of "Bamidbar" meaning "In the wilderness" with the Torah changing 

focus from the previous book of Viyikra (Leviticus) which deals with the Mishkan 

(Tabernacle) service & the role of the Kohanim (the Priests).  

Bamidbar therefore begins with the census of the Shevatim (the tribes) of Yisrael. 

Note: Each tribe's flag colour corresponded with the colour of its respective stone in Aaron's 

breastplate. For example, Yahudah’s (Judah's) stone was a sky-blue & therefore the colour 

of his flag was like the colour of the sky with a "fiery lion" embroidered upon it. 

Following the Census we are instructed concerning the camp formation around the Mishkan 

(the Tabernacle) but I would like to focus especially on the Levites today as we read in our 3 

Aliyahs to see if their role was simply to dismantle the Mishkan (the Tabernacle) and erect it 

again with the three families having their unique duties or whether in fact they had a much 

more profound role to play in service to Yahweh.  



 

In Bamidbar 3:12 we are informed that the Levites were chosen instead of the 1st Born of 

Yisrael because they took the side of YHWH concerning the making of the Golden Calf. 

Therefore, the Levites are not just labourers but have a spiritual role as standing in for the 

1st born of Yisrael. To understand the role of the Levites we need to understand the role of 

the 1st born in the family. Since they are the eldest they would act as a role model to stand 

between the parents and the younger children to kind of pass on the values & instructions 

of the Parents to their younger siblings therefore they became like a bridge. From this 

prospective we can begin to see how and why the Levites were able to be representatives of 

the 1st born.  Initially Yisrael was meant to be the bridge to spread the values of YHWH to 

the Goyim (the Nations) but with Yisrael’s failure the Levites are introduced as the 

intermediaries from Elohim to the people.  



 

Now a pattern of 

bridges emerges first 

from YHWH to Kohen 

Ha Godol (the High 

Priest) then to the 

Kohanim (Priests) then 

to the Levites & then to 

the people of the 

Yisrael and then 

hopefully to the Goyim 

(the Nations). To 

spread values & 

understanding is 

extremely difficult and 

so it always requires 

bridges to establish 

that.  

We dramatically see 

this principle with 

Yahshua who 

eventually needed the 

Disciples to pass on the 

people his values. Now 

that Yahshua is seated 

at the right hand of the 

Father he is the Great 

High Priest and we could say the disciples were like the priests who remained in intimate 

fellowship with Yahshua the High Priest to pass on his teaching to the believers and now all 

those among the believers become like the Levites who erect the Mishkan (the Tabernacle) 

of YHWH though not in the Physical but in the spirit. The Levites were much nearer to the 

people so were better able to transmit those values because the Priests were constantly 

within the Sanctuary serving YHWH.   

The counting & camp formation is meant to prevent people from thinking they do not have 

the opportunity of relationship with YHWH like the Priests did but YHWH wants all the 

people know that they are special to YHWH. We need to see that of ourselves though we 

may not be teachers because our heavenly father has made known to us that he dearly 

cares for each of us since scripture also says: 

MatithYahu (Matthew) 10:30 the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 Do not fear 

therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.  



We need to see each one of us as a vital component in the Mission of YHWH to redeem the 

World and fill it with his knowledge. You may be far more able to reach people in your 

sphere of influence then someone who is a Rabbi, teacher etc so let us never devalue our 

role in the kingdom of Elohim and rather value it as vital to bring total outsiders whom may 

become friends into this progressive walk. This will prevent us judging those who place less 

emphasis on things we value greater and see all of our brothers and sisters as having a role 

to play in reaching the entire world with the truth. 

Haftarah: Hoshea (Hosea) 2:1-22 

Hoshea’s ministry was during the final days of 

Jeroboam II when they were enjoying peace & 

prosperity which led to moral corruption& 

spiritual bankruptcy. Hoshea therefore gives a 

scathing attack on her breach of the 

covenantal with YHWH.     

In describing how the betrayed husband will 

punish his wife, Hosea speaking for YHWH 

promises: “I will strip her naked and leave her 

as on the day she was born. I will make her 

like a wilderness, render her like desert land, 

and let her die of thirst” (2:5). 

Like a loving Husband who has been betrayed 

his thoughts finally soften and return to 

memories that are not so negative. Indeed, 

YHWH is hopeful that Yisrael’s casting off will 

be conducive to his reconciliation with his 

unfaithful wife, the people of Israel: “There (in 

the wilderness) shall she respond in the days 

of her youth, when she came out of the land 

of Egypt” (2:15).  

 

YHWH considers the period the Israelites 

spent in the wilderness, after leaving Mitzrayim (Egypt), as one of the highlights of His 

relationship with Yisrael, so much so that he considers the wilderness a good destination for 

a “second honeymoon.” This is the hope of YHWH for Yisrael that when she discovers just 

how destitute she is he can then ransom her back again.  

It is interesting that the call to Yisrael is wonderfully echoed by Yahshua when he is 

petitioned by a gentile woman in these words:  



 

MatithYahu (Matthew) 15:24 

Yahshua answered and said, “I 

was not sent except to the lost 

sheep of the house of Yisrael.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Netzarim Ketuvim: Romiyim (Romans) 9:22-33 

The truth is that through Yisrael’s failure the wrath of YHWH has made known the riches of 

his esteem to the World by making his mercy available to the returning 12 tribes whom had 

received his seed and to the Goyim the Gentiles who have been grafted into Yisrael who 

were at one time cast off but will be restored as his people to reveal the longsuffering and 

faithfulness of YHWH. 

In this reading we see that the restoration is surely the work of YHWH whose seed remains 

in them and therefore it is his seed in us that brings us to his truth and is not anything of us 

that we would remain humble and bring him praise for the truth we have received since we 

too have received the exceedingly great favour of being grafted into Yisrael. Shaul is also 

saying that those who were out of covenant returned through faith but those who were 

seeking their own righteousness through “Torah” obedience failed because they rejected 

Yahshua the fountain of righteousness but hoped to receive it by their own works. 

Romans 10:3 For they being ignorant of the righteousness of YHWH and seeking to 

establish their own righteousness have not submitted to the Righteousness of Elohim. 

 Shaul is not here talking about those who left Torah obedience like many but rather those 

who thought they could obtain the righteousness of YHWH by their works because YHWH 

has revealed & sent forth his only begotten son for this purpose for he (Yahshua) is the 



Righteousness of Elohim. Therefore, no-one is able through their own efforts to obtain it 

except through him but that does never excuse rebellion against the most Kadosh (Holy) 

Covenant as delivered to Yisrael. 

Romans 6:16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you 

are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience 

leading to righteousness? 

Romans 2:13 “For it is not those who hear the Torah (Law) who are righteous in Yah’s 

sight but it is those who obey the Torah who will be declared righteous.  

 

 

 


