
Parashat Behar / Bechukotai 

 
Torah: Vayikra (Leviticus) 25:1- 27:34 

This week we have a double Parshah which begins with “Behar” which means on the 

mountain which is very significant to remind us that what follows does not seem rational 

since it deals with the Shemitah or Sabbatical year where the land is left fallow therefore 

there is to be no planting, no tilling, no watering, no harvesting, with produce all for the 

taking. Instead, people must open their gates to everyone so that all can have a share in the 

fruits of the provision of Elohim. The Shemittah cycle is a fundamental rhythm in time 

designed to help us constantly keep in mind that YHWH is the true Owner -- of all the world 

around us and of our very selves. 

The fifty-year Jubilee cycle takes us to even higher levels of this awareness. The Jubilee cycle 

is like a gracious cosmic game in which even the losers eventually get to go back and can 

have a fresh new start again, because Elohim is compassionate.  

What then is this reading hoping to instil in all our lives? 

 Surely human logic does not lead us to Holiness therefore Yahweh is adding a great 

teaching with regards his wisdom which began with the teaching of Shabbat in which man 

was to work 6 days and cease from his labour the 7th day. Man’s wisdom would say that the 

rest of Shabbat has the purpose of recharging a man to increase his productivity being the 

goal but far from that YHWH’s wisdom says that man should work towards the goal of 

entering into His presence on the 7th Day, a time of Holy rest, ceasing from our efforts, for 

worship, for Torah study and for fellowship with the Divine. Man’s wisdom is to “eat, drink 

and be merry for tomorrow we die” while Yahweh’s wisdom says we should enjoy what he 

has provided with the single goal of hungering for the opportunity to worship the Divine. 

Our Goal in everything we do should point us to Sinai, to Yahshua and to our ultimate 

redemption therefore that scenario is far removed from the wisdom of man or the Yetzar 

Harah the self-indulgent evil inclination. It was for this purpose that Yisrael was supposed to 

be longing for the appearing of the promised Mashiach (Messiah & why we read today in 

our Netzarim reading the portion regarding Yahshua announcing the fulfilment of the 



prophecy that is found in him. It is also the promise of his second coming that should fill our 

days with good thoughts and purpose longing for that day.  

The reading regarding the Shemitah & Yovel and the promise of fruitfulness in the 6th year is 

just like the promise regarding the Shabbat concerning blessings from the Most High 

however this will not sit well in man’s logic as it requires undivided faith and commitment to 

the instructions of the Almighty. The entire time structure set forth in BEHAR -- the 

Shemittahs and Jubilee year -- is founded on the concept of Shabbat. 

Many today will accept the necessity of work on the Shabbat but in general the world is 

unable to accept that a person may voluntarily take upon himself to abstain from all kinds of 

activities on the Shabbat, and so too in the Sabbatical year, in order to show that he takes 

upon himself the Kingdom of Heaven, the world of the true Shabbat (Sabbath). 

A note of great significance in our second Parshah is that it uses the word “Keiri” and this 

word is only used 7 times in the entire Bible all of which appear in this Torah portion. This 

word must be of importance considering that we are now completing the book of Vayikra 

(Leviticus). The meaning of Keiri is translated like this “If you walk contrary (Keiri) to me 

and will not listen to me, I will strike you, sevenfold for your sins (Lev 26:21)  

[ Netanyahu in his response to the missile attack by Iran on Friday from Syria interestingly 

said exactly these words “you attack Israel and we attack sevenfold”] 

The meaning here is often thought of as living contrary, hostile or stubborn since Yisrael is 

often called a stiff necked stubborn people. Even after Yisrael has been slaves for seventy 

years in Babylon we find the remanent in Yerushalayim under the rule of Nechemyah 

(Nehemiah) and what do we read concerning the Shabbat found in: 

NechemYah 13:15 In those days I saw people in Yuhudah treading wine presses on the 

Shabbat (Sabbath), and bringing in sheaves, and loading donkeys with wine, grapes, figs, 

and all kinds of burdens, which they brought into Yerushalayim (Jerusalem) on the 

Shabbat (Sabbath) day. And I warned them about the day on which they were selling 

provisions. 

13:17 Then I contended with the nobles of Yahudah (Judah), and said to them, “What evil 

thing is this that you do, by which you profane the Shabbat (Sabbath) day? 18 Did not 

your fathers do thus, and did not our Elohim bring all this disaster on us and on this city? 

Yet you bring added wrath on Yisrael by profaning the Shabbat (Sabbath).” 

Rashi that greatly honoured sage however has an even more challenging understanding for 

us. He suggests “Keiri” to mean rather casualness or passivity. Therefore, he is saying that if 

we act casual towards the commands and their performance then Yahweh will act in like 

manner. Surely, we are living in a day of casualness towards the Torah since man has 

brought YHWH down to his level and YHWH is no longer esteemed as Holy (Kadosh) and 

revered. We have somehow considered his word as lacking requirements thereby we are 

casual in living a Spiritually disciplined life. Would not there be a greater expectancy of 

receiving a greater anointing of the Ruach ha Kodesh (The Holy Spirit) if more diligence was 

applied to the fulfilment of Yahweh’s Mitzvot (Commandments) as so powerfully revealed 



through the Shilichyim (the Apostles) as we read in the Brit Chadashah (the New 

Testament). You be the Judge! 

Ya’acov Ha Tzadik (James the Just) reminds us of the danger of this in: 

Ya’acov (James) 1:22 But be doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving 

yourselves.  

Rabbi Chiyya taught his disciples saying: “He who learns Torah with no intention of 

practicing had been better unborn” (Leviticus Rabbah 35:7) 

This contemporary neglect of the concept of Shabbat as a serious concept is in stark 
contrast to the centrality of the Shabbat in the prophetic vision of the world of the future, in 
which the Sanctuary in Yerushalayim is at the very centre. 

It is in strange contrast that the observance of Shabbat and the Shemittah in the Land of 
Israel are today matters of contention, with a majority of the population apparently not 
against blatant violation and defiance of the Shabbat. Observance of Shabbat and Shemittah 
enhance our respect for the natural world around us and for the various grades and levels of 
life and being. The Shemittah teaches respect for the environment and ecology and teaches 
a heightened awareness of the Majesty of Yahweh who alone is Elohim. 

Haftarah: YirmeYahu (Jeremiah) 16:19-17:14  

This reading begins with a prophesied confession by the gentiles or the Goyim who come to 
a tragic realization as many today have citing that we have inherited only falsehood. 
However, the reading continues with a scathing discussion of the failures of Yahudah 
(Judah) which led to Yisrael loosing her heritage & serving her enemies. YirmeYahu then 
contrasts the man who trusts in YHWH with words that have a strong parallel with Tehillim 
(Psalm) 1 and verse 14 of Tehillim (Psalm) 17 has been used by Yisrael for many years in the 
Amidah daily prayer. Therefore YirmeYahu (Jeremiah) again contrasts the principle of 
blessing and curses.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Netzarim Ketuvim: Rabbi Silus (Luke) 4:16-21  

 

It seems clear that Yahshua was given the scroll of YeshiYahu (Isaiah) as part of the Shabbat 
readings which we call the Haftarah and he read from this particular portion. Mark Biltz 
made a point that this reading was a selected reading to be read only on Yom Kippur and on 
a Yovel (Jubilee) year suggesting it was a Jubilee year however even if it were not, Yahshua 
being the promised Machiach then was fulfilling the prophetic utterance of the year of 
Jubilee as foretold. Since Yahshua came at his first coming to heal, bring the Good News of 
the Kingdom and Salvation he stops short of reading “and the day of the vengeance of our 
Elohim.” The implication is that this was not his time to take vengeance or to judge as is 
referenced by the concept of Ya’acov’s trouble or the day of YHWH for we read that it is 
indeed the Master who has that right as in: 

Yochanan (John) 5:22 For the Father judges no one but has committed all judgement to 
the Son. 

Tehillim (Psalms) 113  

This Tehillim highlights the great wonders of the exodus. This Tehillah (Psalm) was one of 
the Mitsrite Hallel (Praises) sung during Passover, Shavuot & Sukkot with Pesach being the 
most significant as it recalled Yisrael’s deliverance from Mitzrayim (Egypt). It was also these 
that were sung when Yahshua entered Yerushalayim on the Donkey through the eastern 
gate. Tehillim 113 & 114 were traditionally sung before the Pesach Meal.  

 


