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Parashat Bereishiyt (Genesis) 1:1-6:8 

The Depth of Seven 

 
ֶרץ: ָֽ אָּ ת הָּ ֵאֵ֥ ִים וְּ ַמִׁ֖ ת ַהשָּ ים ֵאֵ֥ א ֱאֹלִהִ֑ ָ֣ רָּ ית בָּ ֵראִשִׁ֖  בְּ

ית ֵראִשִׁ֖ א B'reishit בְּ ָ֣ רָּ ים bara (created [single]) בָּ ת Elohim (Mighty One) ֱאֹלִהִ֑ ִים et ֵאֵ֥ ַמִׁ֖       ַהשָּ

hashamayim ת ֵאֵ֥ ֶרץ ve'et וְּ ָֽ אָּ  ha'aretz (the earth) הָּ
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In the beginning of Elohim's creation of the heavens and the earth. This a fair translation 

opted by most Bibles, however, the first passage of the Torah contains several Hebrew 

grammatical anomalies.  

In the beginning the earth was astonishingly desolate. (i.e. tohu v’bohu [chaotic nothingness]) 

Notice the term rosh (ראׁש, "head") embedded in the word Bereishit. The word Bereishit 

contains reish (rosh) which literally means ‘the head of origins.’  

Genesis is the introduction to the Torah. Bereishit lays the groundwork for the Torah and 

establishes that the Torah is not a history book, but the charter of Man’s mission in the 

universe.  

The great Medieval Sage Rashi cites an earlier Sage, Rav Yitzchak who said that since the Torah 

is primarily a book of laws, it should have begun with the commandment of the new moon, 

“This shall be for you the beginning of months.” (Exodus 12:2) This was the first law 

addressed to all Yisrael. This is not to say that the material from the account of Creation to 

this verse is without value, on the contrary, there are many fundamental beliefs and halachic 

laws found here, but just like a movie or a TV show begin with an establishing shot and 

introduces characters, Bereishit sets the ground work for everything that follows. Without 

Genesis, one might ask, ‘this will be the beginning of months for who?’ and ‘whose 

establishing the beginning of months?’ and ‘what’s a month?’ Bereishit is principally designed 

to establish that Yahweh Elohim is the Sovereign of the universe. “He declared to His people 

the power of His works in order to give them the heritage of the nations.” (Psalm 111:6) 

In doing this, Elohim has set a stumbling block for the Seven Nations of Canaan who accuse 

Yisrael of banditry for routing them out of the Promised Land. The nations say, ‘You thieves! 

You seized our land!’ But Yisrael responds with, ‘The entire universe belongs to Elohim. He 

created it and He granted it to whomever he deemed fit.’ 

The Ramban (Rabbi Moshe ben Nahman a.k.a. Nahmanides [1194–c. 1270]), notes that we 

should keep in mind that though we are made privy to the world and its central character. 

Man, we still do not understand the secret process of how creation came about.  

Four Levels of Interpretation  

Next, it’s important to establish that our Creator fashioned the language of Hebrew and how 

it was woven together to make the Torah to be able to be understood on four principles levels. 

These are: Parshat, Remez, D’rash & Sod. The first letter of each word P-R-D-S is taken, and 

vowels are added for pronunciation, giving the word PARDES (meaning “garden” or 

“orchard”) 



3 
 

 

Each layer is deeper and more intense than the last, like the layers of an onion. It is said that 

as ones traverses through all these levels, Gan Eden (the Garden of Eden) becomes open to a 

person. Pardes is also where we get the word ‘paradise’ in English and is also a name of a 

place in Gehenna that houses and keeps separate the righteous dead who died prior to 

Moshiach’s coming and who lived during and after his coming but never fully realised his 

connection as the Living Torah. This is what Yahshua is referring to when he addresses the 

zealot thief on the tree when he says, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in 

Pardes.” (Luke 23:43) 

The p'shat is the plain, simple meaning of the text. The understanding of scripture in its 

natural, normal sense using the customary meanings of the word’s being used, literary style, 

historical and cultural setting, and context.  

The remez (hint) is the implied meaning in the text, usually revealing a deeper meaning. There 

may still be a p'shat meaning as well as another meaning as any verse can have multiple levels 

of meaning. An example of implied "REMEZ" Proverbs 20:10; “Different weights, and 

different measures, both of them are alike an abomination to Elohim.” The p'shat would be 

concerned with a merchant using the same scale to weigh goods for all of his customers. The 

remez implies that this goes beyond this into aspects of fairness and honesty in anyone's life. 

The D’rash is the concept or meaning behind a verse.  Whenever we try to show Messiah in 

a prophetic piece of text, this is called a d’rash. For example, Messiah is the capstone that the 

builders reject. The builders refer to the Torah experts or Torah builders if-you-will.   
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The Sod is the hidden, secret or mystic meaning of a text. Much of the Book of Revelations is 

made up of Sod. Yahshua referring to a cup of wine as his blood and bread as his body is a 

Sod.  Without applying sod here, we have the wine and bread being symbolic of cannibalism.  

Messiah in the Beginning 

 

Okay, with these levels of interpretation outlined, we can proceed. The Star of David, or more 

accurately the Shield of David a.k.a. the Magen David, is made up of two inverted wedge-

shaped paleo-Hebrew dalets. This symbol was given to David as it says, “You have also given 

me the shield of your salvation.” (Psalms 18:35) These two inverted and superimposed 

triangles symbolise (among other things) the concept of ‘the end wedged in the beginning’ or 

‘where the beginning is, so there shall be the end.’  

In the Hebrew Aleph Bet, there are 22 letters that begin with an Alef and end with a Tav.  King 

Messiah Yahshua declares himself as the beginning and the end as it says;  
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“I am the Alpha and the Tav, the Beginning and the End, the first and the Last.”  (Revelation 

22:13)  

In the opening passage of Genesis 1:1 it reads, “Bereisheet bara Elohim et hashamayim ve'et 

ha'aretz” In between Elohim and “the heavens” is a two-letter word made up of an aleph and 

a tav, so in English it would read, “In the beginning created Elohim aleph tav the heavens and 

the earth.” The Aleph Tav is untranslatable. Though the rabbis teach that "et" is a preposition 

used to connect the object (verb) to a definitive direct subject, it can quite easily be removed 

and not harm the meaning of this opening line at all (the ha, Hebrew for ‘the’ is sufficient).  So 

this begs the question. What is this doing here?  

If we go now the John 1:1 we read, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

Elohim, and the Word was Elohim.” So what word is with Elohim in the beginning? The Alef 

and the Tav (which sits in the centre of the verse) is none other than Messiah - nicely 

concealed in the text.  

So what we did here is the beginnings of what Yahshua did with his disciples in Luke 24:27 

“Beginning from Moshe and from all the prophets, (Yahshua) explained to them in all the 

Scriptures the things concerning Himself.”  

Messiah is mentioned in Genesis 3:15 in reference to the seed of the Woman. 

Two Floods in Scripture 
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In Genesis 1:2 we read, “The earth was barren, with no form of life; it was under a roaring 

ocean covered in darkness.” This is interesting, because we have the prior establishment of 

waters over the face of the earth, with no mention of the waters application over the land as 

a stage in the seven phases or days of creation. The answer lies in the Prophet Jeremiah’s 

words. Jeremiah 4:23-28; “I behold the earth, and lo, it was without form, and void, and the 

heavens, and they had no light. I behold the mountains, and lo, there was no man, and all 

the birds of the heavens were fled. I behold, and lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, and 

all the cities there of were broken down at the presence of Adonai, and by his fierce anger. 

For thus has Yahweh said, the whole land shall be desolate; yet will I not make a full end. 

For this shall the earth mourn, and the heavens above be black; because I have spoken it, I 

have purposed it, and I will not repent, neither will I turn back from it.” The prophet 

Jeremiah informs us quite clearly of an earth that is without form or void and contains 

darkness. In the same beat he tells us that birds had fled and cities where broken down 

(destroyed). If this indeed is telling us of Genesis 1:2 then how can there have been cities that 

are broken down? Going back to Genesis 1:2; “And the earth was without form and void and 

darkness was upon the face of the waters.” We know that this takes place well before Noah’s 

time and the passage goes on to say that there was no man or bird. Yet there is a desolation 

caused by the Yahweh’s fierce anger. What is the reason for this fierce anger? Who else is He 

angry with? It can’t be something man has done if he isn’t there. And the account can’t 

possibly be referring to Noah’s flood because Noah and his family were still present before 

and after the event, and there is no mention of darkness in that flood. In fact there is no 

indication at all that the days during the flood remained blackened. The account can’t be 

jumping from creation to the flood because after the desolation described in the verse the 

heavens are still black. 

The Contemporary English Bible’s tackling of verse 2 in Genesis 1 is worth noting, as it seems 
to immediately acknowledge the existence of vast waters. Genesis 1:1-2; “In the beginning 
God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was barren, with no form of life; it was 
under a roaring ocean covered in darkness. But the spirit of Elohim was moving over the 
waters.” With the exception of the water, all other stages of creation that follow this verse 
are given an introduction. 
 
King David also appears to write about at least two floods in the Psalms. Psalms 24:2; “For He 
has founded it (the earth) upon the seas, and established it upon the floods (notice the 
plural).” And 93:3; “The ָנָהר  (nahar) floods have lifted up, o Yahweh, the floods have lifted 
up their voice; the floods lift up their waves.” And 98:8; “Let the floods clap their hands: let 
the hills be joyful together.” 
 
The answer is that the initial waters were the result of a prior cataclysm on earth. This was 
brought about by fallen angels that had used earth prior to man’s existence as a base of 
operations. Earth was originally one of HaSatan’s sanctuaries which he had defiled as it says 
in Ezekiel 28:12; “You have defiled your sanctuaries by the multitude of your iniquities, by 
the iniquity of your traffic; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of you, it shall 
devour you, and I will bring you to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold 
you.” How did he defile them? By building cities and strongholds and crossing his fellow fallen 
angels with earth animals to replenish his numbers.  
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Avoiding Speculation 

Rabbi Jonah taught in the name of Rabbi Levi that the world was created with a letter beit, 

the first letter in Genesis 1:1, because just as the letter bet is closed at the sides but open in 

front, so one is not permitted to investigate what is above and what is below, only what is 

before and what is behind. 

Similarly, Bar Kappora reinterpreted the words of Deuteronomy 4:32 to say, “ask not of the 
days past, which were before you, since the day that Elohim created man upon the earth,” 
teaching that one may speculate from the day that days were created, but one should not 
speculate on what was before that. And one may investigate from one end of heaven to the 
other, but one should not investigate what was before this world. 
 

“The secret things belong to the Yahweh your Elohim, but the things revealed belong to us 
and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this Torah.” (Deuteronomy 
29:29) 
 
“My heart is not proud, Elohim, my eyes are not haughty; I do not concern myself with great 
matters or things too wonderful for me.” (Psalms 131:1) 

 
A UFO in Genesis?  
 
There is further interest in Genesis 1:2 with reference to “the spirit of Elohim was hovering 
over the face of the waters.” Now let’s focus on the word spirit/wind/breath in this verse. 
The “wind” of Elohim and man is the “breath,” but from a Hebraic perspective, the breath is 
not just the exchange of air in the lungs, it is the person’s driving force, which directs and 
leads him on his journey through life. As we have already seen, an examination of related 
words and the roots of a word help to paint the picture of their original concrete meaning. 
So, let’s do that with the word ru’ahh. The parent root is rahh and while this word/root is not 
found in the Biblical text, several other roots and words derived from it are: The word arahh 
[H:732] means “to travel,” yere’ahh [H:3394] is the “moon” and rehheh [H:7347] is a 
“millstone.” So within the word for spirit we have the shared common root for the words 
“moon,” “traveller,” and “millstone,” which all describe a prescribed path. They also describe 
density, purpose and shape. For example, the moon describes a bright colour, the traveller 
describes a function and the millstone describes a shape. It is interesting to note that a 
millstone is a thick disc-shaped rock, similar in shape to the accepted appearance of UFO’s 
today. The brightness derived from the moon is also a common characteristic as is movement 
or traveling of such an object. Things that make you go ‘mmmmm.’  
 
The proceeding account is made up of six phases divided into days with a final seventh day of 
rest or reflection. Each phase is punctuated by utterance as the chief form of creating.  

Genesis 1:1-2:3 has what’s called a heptadic (a seven-fold) structure. That is a 6 + 1 pattern, 
the seventh day being set apart by the fact that on that day Elohim rested. This structure 
reappears only in Book of Revelation. 
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In Genesis 1:1-2:3 there is the pattern of six related events followed by a seventh, which is 
significantly different. In Revelations 6:1-8:1, there is the fury of the seven seals, followed by 
the silence of the seventh. In Revelations 8:2-11:19, the judgments unleashed by the first six 
trumpets are followed by change in narrative flow on the seventh. And in Revelations 16:1-
21 the torments poured out of the first six bowls are followed by the cataclysm of the seventh. 

"Revelation is apocalyptic. Can there be any formal relationship between this and Genesis 1 
? The obvious parallel is in the 6 + 1 heptadic structure. Instead of seals, trumpets, or bowls, 
there are seven days. Yahweh creates in six stages with result and then he destroys in six 
stages with result. He moves by seven each time. If we were playing against him in a game of 
chess, you’d think we would work Him out, but despite his transparency to those how study 
deeper than most, He becomes even more of a mystery. The more we learn, the more we 
realise that we don’t know.   

Dr. Ivan Panin carefully examined the Hebrew text of Genesis 1:1 and discovered an incredible 
phenomenon of multiples of 7 that could not be explained by chance. Genesis 1:1 was 
composed of seven Hebrew words containing a total of 28 letters. Throughout the Bible the 
number seven appears repeatedly as a symbol of divine perfection—the 7 days of creation, 
Elohim rested on the 7th day, the 7 congregations, the 7 seals, the 7 trumpets, etc. In total, 
Panin discovered 30 separate codes involving the number 7 in Bereishit 1:1:  

1 The number of Hebrew words = 7 

2 The number of letters equals 28 (7x4 = 28) 

3 The first 3 Hebrew words translated "In the beginning Elohim 
created" have 14 letters (7x2 = 14) 

4 The last four Hebrew words "the heavens and the earth" have 14 letters 
(7x2 = 14) 

5 The fourth and fifth words have 7 letters 

6 The sixth and seventh words have 7 letters 

7 The three key words: Elohim, heaven and earth have 14 letters (7x2 = 
14) 

8 The number of letters in the four remaining words is also 14 (7x2 = 14) 

9 The shortest word in the verse is the middle word with 7 letters 

10 The Hebrew numeric value of the first, middle and last letters is 133 
(7x19 = 133) 

11 The Hebrew numeric value of first and last letters of all seven words is 
1393 (7x199 = 1393) 

When professors on the mathematics faculty at Harvard University were presented with this 
biblical phenomenon they naturally attempted to disprove its significance as a proof of divine 
authorship. However, after valiant efforts these professors were unable to duplicate this 
incredible mathematical phenomenon. The Harvard scientists used the English language and 
artificially assigned numeric values to the English alphabet. They had a potential vocabulary 
of over 400,000 available English words to choose from to construct a sentence about any 
topic they chose. Compare this to the limitations of word choices in the biblical Hebrew 
language which has only forty-five hundred available word choices that the writers of the Old 
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Testament could use. Despite their advanced mathematical abilities and access to computers 
the mathematicians were unable to come close to incorporating 30 mathematical multiples 
of 7 as found in the Hebrew words of Genesis 1:1. 

The number "seven" permeates the totality of Scripture because the number speaks of 
Elohim's divine perfection and perfect order. The actual number 7 appears 287 times in the 
TaNaK (7 x 41 = 287) while the word "seventh" occurs 98 times (7 x 14 = 98). This corresponds 
to the 98 lambs slaughtered throughout Sukkot. The word "seven-fold" appears seven times. 
In addition, the word "seventy" is used 56 times (7 x 8 = 56). 

Ivan Panin discovered literally thousands of such mathematical patterns underlying all of the 
books of the Old Testament before his death in 1942. I refer the interested reader to Panin's 
book, The Inspiration of the Scriptures Scientifically Demonstrated, which discusses these 
phenomena extensively. Panin and others have examined other Hebrew literature and have 
attempted to find such mathematical patterns, but they are not found anywhere outside the 
Bible.  

In conclusion 

Just in the opening passage of the Book of Genesis, we have caught a glimpse into intricate 

network of HaShem’s beautiful plan of salvation of mankind. Moshiach is not an entity that 

pops in and out of the Biblical narrative, he is the entire Biblical narrative, and if we break it 

down, study the plain meaning, the hinted meaning, the typological meaning and the hidden 

meaning we get a so much detail into the anatomy of Yahshua who is the same at the 

beginning and the same at the end. His is the seven woven within the seven infinitely. When 

we part after Shabbat we say “shavuatov,” which literally means “have a good seven!” Shavua 

means week, which is made up of seven days. The Hebrew word for seven is sheva.  

“Wisdom (Chochmas HaElohus) has built her house; she has hewn out its seven pillars. 

(Proverbs 9:1)” 

Talmud - Mas. Pesachim 54a - Surely it was taught: Seven things were created before the 

world was created, and these are they: The Torah, repentance, the Garden of Eden, Gehenna, 

the Throne of Glory, the Temple, and the name of the Messiah.  

Seven is your seal! By imprinting seven into your life, by uniquely keeping the Sabbath, the 

seventh day of rest, you continue to make yourself eligible to receive salvation.  

7 pair of clean animals went on the ark with Noah (Genesis 7) 

7 is the sign of total commitment. 

7 is the witness of complete peace. 

The time period to be made clean from tzarat, was 7 days (Leviticus 14:9) 

7 days makes a Sabbath. 

The Omer is counted for 7 weeks (from First Fruits to Shavuot). 
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The 7th year is the Sabbatical year. 

7 yearly Sabbaths is the Jubilee. 

7 is also associated with a complete measure of punishment. 

There will be 7 congregations. 

The menorah has 7 branches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


