
Parashat Emor 

 

Torah: Vayikra (Leviticus) 21:1-24:23 

The name of this Parshah is “emor” meaning to speak and begins with YHWH telling Mosheh 

to speak to the Kohanim (the Priests) within which many instructions are given concerned 

with the purity of the Priests and even concerning blemishes that would disqualify them 

from the Priesthood. Then it follows with instructions that disqualify sacrifices and 

continues with instructions of the Feasts. Finally, the Parshah concludes with Shabbat 

instructions and deals with the death of a man blaspheming and other penalties.  

What then is the theme of this Parshah? It is in fact primarily concerned with instructions to 

the Priests of how they are able to approach the Most High since we remember that Aaron’s 

sons died approaching YHWH.  

 



Many of the instructions concerned with making cutting in the flesh and shaving the edges 

of the beard has nothing to do with letting the beard grow but to do with traditions 

concerning the dead since we read in: 

Vayikra (Lev) 19: 27 you shall not shave around the sides of your head nor disfigure the 

edges of your beard nor make any cuttings in your flesh for the Dead, nor tattoo any 

marks on you. I am YHWH!  

Repeated in Devarim (Deut) 14:1-2 

These prohibitions had to do with Ancient Pagan customs to cut and shave their bodies to 

show mourning for the Dead.  

Further, when we see all the restrictions of those who serve the almighty regarding defects, 

from the Christian mindset that seems that Elohim is mean since we see Yahshua drawing all 

the sick, lame etc to him but this is the Man Yahshua who desires to heal etc.  

The Almighty however is so exceedingly Kadosh (Holy) that no-one who comes to him can 

reflect death because all those aspects reflect the fallen nature of man imbedded in the 

DNA. Therefore, you cannot bring death before something that is the epitome of Life.  

What then is YHWH revealing with the Kohanim? He is therefore saying that because they 

did not choose to join the people in the golden calf fiasco YHWH is instructing them how to 

be Kadosh or set-apart to Him. Therefore, they are being set-apart from the people to 

follow different rules. If you are set apart you will live under a different set of instructions. 

Israel as a whole did not have restrictions such as marrying divorced women but for the 

Kohanim (the Priests) they must follow a Higher rule book. YHWH therefore is saying that I 

want the Priests to come to a higher place to draw nearer to me and these are the ideal 

rules to make that happen.  

We see this perfectly represented at Mt. Sinai. The people are at the Base, the Seventy 

Elders and the Priests went half way up the Mountain and Mosheh is called to go all the way 

up.  

Shaul (Paul) says this in: 

Corintyah Aleph (1 Corinthians) All things are permissible but not all things are profitable! 

What he is saying is that all things within the word of Yah are permissible but for ones who 

desire the higher calling not all things are profitable.  

Sadly, many who believe in the Master have thought that now through his blood there is no 

need to be set-apart in all things as though YHWH has now lowered his standard which truly 

contradicts the words of Yahshua who now elevates the position of Holiness defining sin to 

a much higher degree as we read in: 

MatithYahu (Matthew) 5:27-28 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall 

not commit adultery. 28 But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her 

has already committed adultery with her in his heart.  



Holiness therefore is a higher level of sanctity that allows us to draw nearer to YHWH 

therefore Yahshua came to cover our sins, to cleanse us and empower us to live in a higher 

level of Holiness and through our Parshah we see the standards of YHWH revealed and for 

us today this should cause us to take greater steps of obedience to fulfil this great calling we 

have been given.   

Haftarah: Yechezkhel (Ezekiel) 44:15-31  

Since this is speaking of the laws that will apply in the third Temple during the Messianic era 

it is amazing that any would think that the Laws of YHWH are in anyway changed. One 

Commentator suggests that no commandments will be nullified but rather that there will be 

a heightened spiritual awareness with an elevated standard of observance. This should give 

us greater expectancy and heighten our desire for the return of Moshiach who will re-

establish the holiness of the Beyth Ha Mikdash (the Temple) and all the set-apart services of 

the Kohanim (the Priest) will bring Esteem to YHWH and to all Yerushalayim where all 

Nations will come to worship YHWH the only true Elohim. 

Netzarim Ketuvim: Aleph Kepha (1 Peter) 2:4-10    

These verses that are so often used as support for replacement theology are far from that. 

In fact they relate rather to a verse in shemoth (Exodus); 

Shemot (Exodus) 19:6 And You (Yisrael) shall be to me a Reign of Priests and a set-apart 

(Holy) Nation.  

Kepha applies his words to Messianic Yahudim (Jews) and Messianic Goyim (Gentiles). 

Therefore Kepha (Peter) is reinforcing the idea that believers are in fact joined to Yisrael 

through faith & obedience to Elohim and faith in the Yahudi (Jewish) Messiah Yahshua. 

Gentiles grafted into Yisrael therefore share the identity of Yisrael and its spiritual life 

through her Messiah and are chosen for the same purpose as they which is “to declare the 

praises of the one who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.   

Tehillim: Tehillim (Psalms) 83    


