
Parashat Emor- It’s Time For Holiness 



 



Torah: Vayiqra [Leviticus] 21:1- 24:23, Haftarah:  Yechezkhel [Ezekiel] 44:15-31, 

Netzarim Ketuvim: Kepha Aleph [1 Peter] 2:1- 12 

Introduction: In an effort to establish the readings as relevant to our lives we will examine 

how Holiness becomes even more significant in this second Phase after we discovered what 

Holiness was in Kedoshim. What then did we learn previously? 

In our last portion Kedoshim meaning Holiness we discovered that YHWH made clear 

distinctions in space when He created a place for mankind to thrive. From this we 

understood that we should make clear distinctions between aspects of relationships, lines 

between breeding animals, correctly dividing between mine & yours in all honesty and that 

would perpetuate a world designed by the creator in which all people could live in peace 

and prosperity.  

We could say that this is the Holiness of space since YHWH has his own space called the 

Mishkan & each tribe had their own space around the Mishkan just as all people have their 

own Space in this world. How we preserve our space & honour another’s space then 

became the 1st phase of Holiness & now we will endeavour to discover the next phase & see 

how to appropriate it in our lives.  



Summary of our Torah Reading: 

1. We begin with instructions relating to the Kohanim [Priests] especially the Kohen 

Ha Gadol [the High Priest] relating to purity & even who he could marry. 

2. Discussions continue relating to the purity of the sacrifices that will be accepted & 

the sanctifying of the name of YHWH. 

3. This section highlights the set-apart feasts of Shabbat, Pesach [Passover], Matzot 

[Unleavened bread], the Bikkurim [the Firstfruits] offering & the counting unto 

Shavuot [Pentecost]. 

4. Further instructions are then given concerning Yom Teruah [Feast of Trumpets] & 

Yom Kippur [the Day of Atonement]. 

5. Details of Sukkot [the Feast of Tabernacles], is given with a command to dwells in 

booths 7 days & the waving of branches to rejoice before YHWH. 

6. Finally, instructions are given concerning the continuous burning of the Menorah & 

the presenting of the Showbread in the Mishkan.  

 The Higher Standard of Holiness: As we discovered the first Phase of Holiness was the 

honour of space for Elohim, for oneself & for that of others that all might live a happy life in 

one’s own space since Wars were always conducted to take the space or territory from 

others  but what do we learn now.  



We now begin by seeing the standard for Holiness with regards the Priests. An example of 

that is that a Kohen [a Priest] is not to come into contact with a dead person except for 

those nearest him. This would make him unclean & because He is serving continually in 

Elohim’s space his perspective must always be aligned with Elohim as the life-giver.  

The Kohen Ha Gadol [High Priest] even lived under greater restrictions while the anointing 

Oil was on him like Aharon when his sons were killed and he could not mourn. 

The Brit Chadashah (New Testament) reveals that, like priests, some of us will be judged by 

a stricter standard than others; for example, teachers of the Word of Elohim [God] as we 

read in: 



Yaacov [James] 3:1 “Not many of you should become teachers, my fellow Believers, 

because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly.”   

Why?  Teachers are leaders, and with that calling comes greater responsibility.  A teacher 

may have a wider circle of influence—for good or for evil—than the general population 

since they teach others not only by their words, but by example.  A teacher may be looked 

up to by his or her students; therefore, those who teach Elohim’s [God]’s Word are to live 

an exemplary life—a sobering challenge. 

Shaul [Paul] gives us all clear instructions about how we should live in this a Higher standard 

where he says in: 

1 Corinthians 10:23 “All things are permissible—[and we are free to do anything we 



please], but not all things are helpful (expedient, profitable, and wholesome).  All 

things are permissible, but not all things are constructive [to character] and 
edifying [to spiritual life].” 

Even the unbelievers of this world have a higher expectation of how believers in Yeshua 

should present themselves in the world. This is why the media so quickly jumped on the 

News of a great failure of a high-ranking Church leader recently so maybe we should take 

note of that in our lives.  

As normal people they could experience death & mourning, but the Torah then prescribed a 

period of ritual cleansing before one could come to the Mishkan [the Tabernacle] to re-

enter YHWH’s place.  

The Introduction of the Second Phase of Holiness:  

We now are confronted with the second phase through which we find Holiness in our lives. 

It is through the principle of time that is set-apart. As space was to be distinct now time is 

introduced to be set-apart. What is most important in the terms used is that the Moadim 

[the Appointed times] are not Yahudi [Jewish] Feasts as sometimes quoted which I am 

prone to think was a translator error as in: 

Yahuchanan [John] 5:1 And there was a Festival of the Yahudim [Jews] and Yeshua went 

up to Yerushalayim. 

For we read in:  

Vayiqra [Leviticus] 23:2 “Speak to the children of Yisrael and say to them: ‘The feasts of 

YHWH, which you shall proclaim to be holy convocations, these are My feasts. 

Until now, we've mainly seen Holiness in space: making actual space for others. Respecting people's 

boundaries and property and creating a physical Mishkan or Tabernacle for Elohim. But there's 



another way to create a place for others: not in space, but in time. When you make time for 

someone, you are giving them a place in your life. 

There's a good illustration of this concept in the song, "Cat's In the Cradle" by Harry Chapin.  

 

The story of the song is about a dad who lives with his son but can't ever seem to make time for him. 

He always has "planes to catch and bills to pay," and he turns his son down when he asks him to 

teach him how to throw the ball around. The dad in that song isn't malicious, he promises his son 

that there will be time for him, not now, but in the future: "We'll get together then." But his son 

grows up and becomes just like his father, he goes to college, he starts a family, and when the father 

is ready to spend time with his son, the son has become a father of his own, with no time for his dad. 

This sad song does reveal a great truth.  

 



Six days, you guys should do your thing, go create, build your lives, but the 7th day? That day is set 

aside. It is holy. it is our time for a gathering to be together with Elohim. This also refers to the Holy 

Feasts of Pesach, Shavuot & Sukkot which are gatherings where we meet with Elohim. In this time 

with YHWH we are to abstain from creative work so as to reflect & celebrate what Elohim has given 

us & recommit our relationship to Him.  

The Final all-encompassing truth of Holiness: 

Our reading now turns to the Menorah & the Shulchan or the Table of Showbread. Surely as 

Messianic believers we are aware that these are representations of Yeshua for He says this 

in: 

Yahuchanan [John] 8:12 “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in 

darkness but have the light of life.” 



Then again Yeshua says these words also, which point to this image where he says in: 

Yahuchanan [John] 6:35 “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, 

and he who believes in Me shall never thirst. 

How then does our reading reflect on Yeshua with the Menorah and the Showbread? It is 

found in the service in the Mishkan [the Tabernacle] where we read that the Menorah must 

be burning Tamid which means always. Therefore, true Holiness for the believer is when the 

light of Yeshua is always burning with the pure Olive Oil being the empowerment of the 

Ruach Ha Kodesh [the Holy Spirit] as we read in: 

Ephesians 5:18 Do not get drunk on wine...Instead, be filled with the Spirit. 

Various Greek scholars and bible commentators point out that the Greek presents an 

imperative tense used in this verse. It has the connotation of a continuous replenishment, 

an ongoing state of being filled just as the Menoah was to be continually replenished with 

Oil. 

• It has been suggested by some that an awkward but accurate translation would be 

something like: “go on being filled” or "keep on being filled with the Spirit." 

Conclusion of the Matter:  

We have come to see that Holiness is expressed in Space through the creation of a place 

where all people live happily together & now through the setting aside of time first for 

Elohim & then for each other with the final truth being that true Holiness is reflected in 

believers radiating the light of Yeshua through love & bringing forth the Bread of life being 

the Word of Elohim that brings Eternal Life and that for believers this must be what shines 

forth [Tamid] Always just as the Light of the Menorah did & how the Bread of the Presence 

was to be before YHWH continually. May these thoughts fill our hearts & minds Always.  



Haftarah: Yechezkhel [Ezekiel] 44:15-27  

 

 



 

Our reading details many of the same constraints on the Priests as our Torah does. If the 

vision is to be literally fulfilled, then the fulfillment must be future, for nothing like what is 

described in Ezekiel 40–48 has taken place up to this point. The dimensions of Ezekiel’s 

temple are far larger than the temple in Yeshua’s day, and that temple was a grand 

structure. Ezekiel saw the vision of the Shechinah’s return [YHVH’s glorious Presence]—the 

same Shechinah whose departure he had tearfully witnessed twenty years earlier.” For this 

reason, many see it as the return of the Messiah & the third Temple. 

Most who expect a literal fulfillment of Ezekiel’s temple expect it to be erected in the 

millennial kingdom, a 1,000-year reign of Messiah upon the earth. During the millennium, 

glorified saints from the present age will live in contact with natural human beings who will 

still need to make a decision for Messiah in order to be saved—and many will choose not to 



trust Him. The sacrificial system described in Ezekiel cannot be for the forgiveness of sins, 

for Messiah has accomplished that once and for all as seen in (Hebrews 10:1–4, 11–14).  

In this interpretive approach, the sacrifices are seen as memorials of Messiah’s death or as 

rites for the ceremonial cleansing of the temple, but not as a means to forgive sins. 

Netzarim Ketuvim:  Kepha Aleph [1 Peter] 2:1-12 

 

 



 

Believers here are called living stones because they are identified as united with Messiah 

with YHWH metaphorically building a spiritual house sharing characteristics with Priests in 

that:  

1. Their Priesthood is an elect privilege. John 15:16 You did not choose Me, but I 

chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, 

2. As Priests they are cleansed of sins. Titus 2:14 who gave Himself for us, that He 

might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special 

people, zealous for good works. 

3. They are clothed for service. Psalms 132:9 Let Your priests be clothed with 

righteousness, 



4. They are anointed for service. 1 John 2:20 But you have an anointing from the Holy 

One, and you know all things. 

5. They are further prepared for service. Gal 1:15-16 But when it pleased Elohim, who 

separated me from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, 16 to 

reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not 

immediately confer with flesh and blood, 

6. They are ordained for obedience.  

7. They are to honour the Word of Elohim. 

8. As Priests they are to walk with Elohim though impacting sinners. Galatians 5:25 If 

we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 

9. As Priests believers are to be messengers of Elohim. Matthew 28:19-20 Go 

therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things 

that I have commanded you. 

The main privilege however that we as a Royal Priesthood has, is that we have access to 

Elohim by which we offer up spiritual sacrifices done because of Messiah under the 

direction of the Holy Spirit and the guidance of the word of Elohim. 

May we never forget the exalted position that we have been given in Messiah & never 

forget who we are in Messiah as this verse declares in: 

Ephesians 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Yeshua the Messiah for good 

works which Elohim prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 

Tehillim: Mizmor [Psalm] 84:1-12 

  



 

 



 

The Joy of Dwelling in the House of YHWH 

This wonderess Mizmor reflects on the exceeding joy of a pilgrim traveling up to 

Yerushalayim and into the Temple courts to celebrate the Feasts of YHWH. The pilgrim’s 

greatest joy is expressed in the thought that he will be in the very presence of Elohim 

himself since we know in ancient times the Mishkan [the Tabernacle] & then the Hekhel 

[the Temple] were the places where the Shekinah of the presence of YHWH could be 

experienced. As much as that was true, I hope we who have experienced the joy of salvation 

can now also experience in a greater sense the presence of the Ruach Ha Qodesh [the Holy 

Spirit] that should also fill us with that same joy that no place on earth can. We know that 

Yeshua said that neither on this mountain nor in Yerushalayim is the place to worship and 

then He said these great words to the woman at the well in: 

 



Yahuchanan [John] 4:23 But the hour is coming and now is when the true worshipers will 

worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking, such to worship Him.  

Amein! Shavua Tov Aleykhem [A Good Week Unto You] 


