
 



 

In this the second Aliyah we are introduced to the most central part of the Torah in which 

just after their experience at Mt. Sinai Yisrael builds a Golden calf. This is after all the great 

miracles that Yahweh had done to a set them free from Mitsrayim and provide for them on 

their journey to Mt. Sinai. In this reading it seems as though Yahweh has had enough and 

wants to destroy the Yisraelites and start over again with Mosheh. The probing question 

that must be raised is why would Mosheh destroy Yahweh’s handiwork so quickly no matter 

how great his anger. However, it could be postulated that once Yisrael received the Torah 

their heresy demanded responsibility and in: 

Avot D’R Nissan 2:3 is written that Elohim commanded him to smash them. 



  

Mosheh finally after dealing with the people ascends to Yahweh and in his sacrificial 

statement he reveals himself as a type of Mashiach and Kohen Ha Gadol (High Priest) in 

desiring to take the sins of the Nation and hoping to assign his personal merits to Yisrael 

even at the loss of himself being a true act of self-sacrifice and absolute humility 

What we in fact see with the interaction between Mosheh and Yahweh is the great heart of 

Yahweh who desires to have mercy but also requires Justice. What we also see is that 

obedience to Torah can in no way be passive since it was only a small group who were 

responsible for insisting Aaron form the Golden calf and the sage Rashi tells us that Hur 

another assigned leader had already been killed by them. The people’s passivity therefore 

caused them to share in the sin which resulted in the death of the perpetrators numbering 

3,000. Finally, at the conclusion of our reading we see all Yisrael taking active steps in great 

repentance through humbling themselves and taking great reverence each time YHWH 

meets with Mosheh in the Tent of meeting. 

The significance that we should not overlook however is that we read at Shavuot 

(Pentecost) in the Brit Chadashah (the New Testament) that the Ruach Ha Kodesh (the Holy 

Spirit) was then given to empower & implant the Torah in the hearts of the believers but 

this amazingly significant verse follows, revealing a type reversal to the punishment of Sinai 

bringing rather great blessing and empowerment: 



 

We also find within this reading a verse that has haunted Yisrael ever since.  

Shemoth (Exodus) 32:34b See my Messenger goes before you and in the day of my 
visitation I shall visit their sin upon them.   
So, YHWH their Elohim postponed Israel’s punishment being the shedding of their blood, i.e. 

DEATH for the Sin of the Golden Calf.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This particular phrase has led to a concept in Judaism as Rabbi Shlomo Yitzhaki known by 
Yahudim (Jews) as Rashi a highly respect sage puts it when he writes: 



 
It is therefore said in Judaism that wherever National sins are committed they are due in 
part to the Spiritual residue of the Golden Calf. 
 
However, from our understanding of the Covenant with Abram we see a different picture. It 

leads to one that shows that the day that YHWH would visit punishment on his people was 

fulfilled when Yahshua took that punishment on the tree at Golgotha. YHWH being faithful 

to his covenant satisfied the death penalty that he promised to Abram by passing between 

the slaughtered animals himself. In so doing Yahweh in his mercy and Chesed (favour & 

loving Kindness) has fully revealed his heart of forgiveness & Justice by passing over sin 

through the blood of Yahshua Ha Mashiach and bearing not only the sin of Yisrael but the 

sins of the World upon Yahshua who is YHWH personified in human flesh.  

Haftarah: Melechim Aleph (1 Kings) 18:20-39 

This has to be a pivotal point in the History of the Northern Kingdom. Yisrael has been so 

degraded & corrupted by King Ahav & especially through his Ba’al worshipping wife Jezebel 

until finally YHWH sends EliYah who confronts the whole nation over the worship of Ba’al. 

This then becomes a challenge as to who really is Elohim. 

Again, the challenge is about Passivity and not taking a stand. EliYah (Elijah) shows himself 

to be truly the man who trusts YHWH without limits because as he puts it according to his 

understanding, he alone is left who is faithful, standing against the entire Nation and says 

this knowing that failure will lead to death. His confidence is so great that he even taunts 

the Prophets of Ba’al: 



  

He then challenges the people gathered for this great display of power finally trying to 

dislodge the people from their fence sitting with these words: 

  



Torah obedience is not about “not doing something” because that is passive obedience, it is 

about actively pressing forward unto righteousness. These people thought they would just 

sit on the fence but as we saw in our Torah reading when the Yisraelites took responsibility 

for their sins and humbled themselves YHWH returned to them with mercy and forgiveness. 

If we desire YHWH to move in our life we must actively move forward in our seeking him 

and not just passively obey his commands.  

Noach (Noah) had a similar experience when he faced a wicked and perverse generation, 

but he found Chesed (favour) in the eyes of YHWH actively obeying YHWH by building an 

Ark that seemed ridiculous and now we see EliYahu standing strong in his faith and YHWH 

answering him with fire.  



We know the Priests of Ba’al served a false Elohim, but they believed so much that they too 

cut themselves until blood ran everywhere. Is this not unlike today with people believing in 

their own ways or beliefs, the Elohim may change and not be so noticeable, but the hearts 

do not change. In our day we could say that there needs a demonstration of the power of 

YHWH the only Elohim, but YHWH is looking for a man or woman like EliYahu who will 

believe him though that may seem impossible considering the greatness of the Navi 

(Prophet) Eliyahu however we read in the Brit Chadashah (the Nazarene Writings) this: 

Ya’acov (James) 5:17 Eliyahu was a man with a nature like us and he prayed earnestly that 

it would not rain. And it did not rain on the land for three years and six months. And he 

prayed again and the Heavens gave rain and the land brought forth its fruit. 

Is there anything that faith in YHWH cannot do? 

Netzarim Ketuvim: QorintYah Beyth (2 Corinthians) 3:1-18  

When we read the words of Shaul we might obtain the wrong understanding. To a Yahudi 

(Jew) his statements would be a great shock since in every Shul or Synagogue is quoted 

Mishle (Proverbs) 3:18 

“It is a tree of life to those who take hold of it” 

However, what in fact Shaul is intending is that if we think we are Torah obedient but 

cannot perfectly keep Torah then we are on a road of destruction and death. The written 



text which was engraved on stone tablets then works death, but he compares that Esteem 

with the Esteem of the renewed Covenant that works abundant life.  

The thought that someone can atone for another is not foreign to Judaism since our Torah 

portion reveals it with Mosheh but this concept is very Jewish and it is said when one 

attaches oneself to a Zedek a righteous one then that one is elevated to a higher level.  

 

He is saying that there are people who do not have the merit to reach the Olam Ha Ba (the 

World to come) but because of their connection to one on a higher level of Holiness they 

are raised up. 

Shaul (Paul) in Romans 3:10 says this [As it is written: “There is none righteous, no, not 

one;]  

Therefore, by association with Yahshua whose death brought us reconciliation we too are 

being transformed by the Ruach (Spirit) of YHWH having the hope of the Olam Ha Ba (the 

World to come) according to the principle just read. We enter the covenant just like 

Abraham through faith in Yahshua a faith that leads to obedience.  

Tehillim [Psalms] 98 

 


