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The End Justifies the Means 
Parashat Mikeitz 

 
Torah: Bereshiyth (Genesis) 41:1- 44:17, Portion: 41:53-44:17 

Introduction: Our Torah Portion for this week is in fact the centre of the story of Yoseph which 

focusses on the rise of Yoseph after his great fall which makes this such a great epic saga that 

occupies the rest of Bereshiyth. Since this is such an important story that determines the 

survival of Yisrael as a family and a Nation we must begin to grasp why Yahweh would allow 

these tragic events to occur to a people he had in his great mercy & purpose chosen. It is with 

these thoughts that we continue in our quest to establish better understanding. 
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The Veiled Purpose 

To grasp the purpose of the events that are detailed in this story we must 1st remember that 

the previous Torah Portion deals with Ya’akov (Jacob) settling down. This idea is that of 

getting comfortable, taking it easy which is when complacency begins so the end result of 

that was the gradual fracturing of the family. We see Ya’akov being overly doting on Yoseph 

which leads to the brothers hating him and we must remember this is not without cause from 

Yoseph as well as because all former generations have seen one special individual chosen who 

then separated from his brother to become the chosen people. Could that have remained in 

the back of the brothers minds to induce them to conspire against Yoseph.  

Even after the demise and sale of Yoseph, the sadness in the camp was so overwhelming that 

we find further fracturing of the family with Yahudah (Judah) separating from the family 

having his own flock and befriending an Adullamite named Hirah & then marrying the 

daughter of a foreign trader called Shua. Not only that but we also read in Gen 46:10 that 

Shimon (Simeon) married a Canaanite woman which should have been strictly forbidden. 

What we should come to see in essence is the gradual decline of the divinely chosen family 

as they settle and begin to assimilate into the local population a problem that we see repeated 

many times in Yisrael’s history.  

We know from the former Torah Portion that Ya’akov hoped that Yoseph could rectify the 

family breach, and the sages even say that he brought him to the Cave of Machpelah where 

Abraham lay to emphasise the importance of this journey but we know due to Yoseph’s 

immature character at that time he failed miserably which led to him being sold into slavery 

in Mitsrayim (Egypt) and into the pit of an Mitsrite (Egyptian) prison. We can learn much from 

this story since when we find ourselves comfortable even in our current true faith we can lose 

the vitality and seriousness of the Scriptures & begin to be distracted and argumentative 

distancing ourselves from fellowship as we become more comfortable in the world. It just 

might be we too who need some trauma to correct our ways as Yoseph & the brothers 

needed. 

When we begin to see that the story of Yoseph is in fact the divine cure of YHWH not just 

through his foreordained famine but also for the breach in unity of the family, then we will 

come to a greater truth that can so easily be overlooked.   

Prison the Divine Teacher 

Through the great depths that Yoseph fell he began to reach a high level of trust in YHWH 

which is clearly demonstrated by his attitude during these hard times. This is a most 

appropriate lesson for all of us when we go through such hard times. Have we achieved those 

levels that our trust in YHWH will enable us to react as Yoseph did? It could be that when the 

Cupbearer entered prison and had a dream Yoseph perceived, that he was sent by YHWH to 

set in motion the events that would rescue him even though that took yet another two years 

since he was not content to just wait upon the Almighty alone. This is another challenging 

thought for us as well who often feel that we need to act to see results in our difficult times 

but often our responses rather than help in fact delay the hand of the Almighty. 
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It is in this Prison that Yoseph was prepared, since here he could do nothing but wait & in our 

reading we see him finally Elevated after 22 years of hardship to the position of 2nd only to 

Pharaoh.  

We know that many comparisons have be drawn with Yahshua and here is but one more since 

Yahshua sees himself as subservient to the Father as we read in: 

 

An even greater parallel can be drawn from the words of Shaul (Paul) where we read how 

Yahshua willingly brought himself to the lowest estate & how the Father then exalted him: 

Slide - Philippians 2:5-11 For, let this mind be in you which was also in Messiah Yahshua 6 

who, being in the form of Elohim, did not regard equality with Elohim a matter to be 

grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant and came to be in the likeness 

of men. 8 And having been found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself and became 

obedient unto death, death even of a tree. 9 Elohim, therefore, has highly exalted Him and 

given Him the Name which is above every name, 10 that at the Name of Yahshua every knee 

should bow, of those in heaven and of those on earth and of those under the earth, 11 and 

every tongue should confess that Yahshua Messiah is Master, to the esteem of Elohim the 

Father. 

To further emphasise the point that Yahshua is subject to the Father as our comparison 

reveals we have this clear picture in: 
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The Elevation to Power 

With Yoseph interpreting the Dreams of Pharaoh some unique events take place: 

Firstly:, Yoseph is given a new name. This name is “Tzaph-nat Pa-neach” which according to 

the sages has the meaning of “the revealer of hidden things.” 

Secondly: Yoseph was given the daughter of Poti Phera chief of On as his wife. There is 

however a unique tradition surrounding this daughter. 

Most of us are familiar with the tragic story of the rape of Dinah, Ya’akov’s (Jacob's) only 

daughter, by the Hivite prince, She'chem (Genesis 34:2). Few, however, are familiar with the 

story of the child born of that tragedy, Osnat while Yoseph was serving prison time in Egypt 

for a crime he didn't commit (Genesis 39:7-20), Osnat was flowering into a beautiful young 

woman. However still reeling with rage over what happened to their one and only sister, 

Dinah's brothers grew increasingly uncomfortable with the presence of Osnat in their midst, 

with the very prominent reminder of what happened to Dinah, and so it was decided that 

Osnat had to go. They prepared a special amulet of protection which they hung around her 

neck, enrobed her in the blood-soaked Mantle of Skin which was an uncomfortable reminder 

of their crime, the coat of many colours, and sent her on her way. 

Tradition has it that the angel Mi'cha'el was dispatched from the heavens to accompany Osnat 

and to guide her to Mitsrayim (Egypt) where she ended up being taken-in and adopted by the 
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wealthy family of Poti-Fera, Priest of O'n, because Potif-Fera's wife was unable to bear 

children (Talmud Bav'li, Sof'rim 21:8 and Midrash Pirkei D'Rebbe Eliezer, Ch. 38).  

And so, this is how the mantle comes full circle, because, as the Torah tells us, after Yoseph 

ascended from being a prison inmate to becoming second to the Pharaoh himself, the 

Pharaoh unknowingly introduces Yoseph to "Osnat, [adopted] daughter of Poti-Fera, Priest of 

O'n" (Genesis 41:45), and thus did the two banished members of Ya’akov’s clan join together 

in marriage. Yoseph was not only reunited with his niece, he is also reunited with the mantle.  

An additional thought to consider is that Ya’akov was very quick to embrace both Maneshah 

& Ephraim as sons equal to his own and they later become half tribes which seems to indicate 

the complete acceptance of Yoseph’s wife too. 

Thirdly, Yoseph Confronts his brothers: 

In the process of time the famine severely affected Ya’akov & his whole clan that they were 

absolutely desperate and needed to go down to Mitsrayim (Egypt) where they had heard that 

food could be purchased & that only one man was over all the stocks of Mitsrayim.  

It is in this 1st contact that Yoseph, not knowing whether his brothers had changed for the 

good purposely hides his true identity and further decides to treat his brothers harshly calling 

them spies. This shows the wisdom of Yoseph since he suspects that once in Mitsrayim the 

brothers might seek him out & may eventually discover his identity. 
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The commentators however do pose an interesting question. If Yoseph truly desired to see 

his family again then why had he not sent a message to his Father that he was alive since he 

was now a man of great authority under the greatest Empire in the known World.  

However, now that the brothers had arrived he devises this elaborate plan to test them to 

see if they had changed in any way.   

Since Yoseph has come to realize that all things & events are subject to YHWH he now wants 

to see to what extent his own brothers have come to understand the hand of YHWH in all 

things so after imprisoning them for 3 days he releases them & lets them know in no uncertain 

terms that they must prove their innocence by presenting their younger brother Benyamin 

on their return to Mitsrayim.  

With all that befalls the brothers it is interesting that the brothers understood a very common 

principle in Judaism and that is measure for measure which we might wish to consider in our 

life. This is what we find them insisting in this reading: 

Bereshiyth (Genesis) 42:21 The Brothers said to each other, “It’s true, we are guilty of our 

brother, because we saw his distress when he begged us and we didn’t listen. That’s why 

this trouble has come upon us.”  

And when they find the money in the sacks interestingly they say: “Why is Elohim doing this 

to us.” Though I am sure no answer was necessary. 

In there 2nd visit however the plot thickens. They gather to have a meal with Yoseph & he 

meets Benyamin & all seems fine but that is where the Scheme of Yoseph reaches its climax 

& the testing of the brothers is established as he says these words in: 
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Bereshiyth (Gen) 43:29 Yoseph said, “is this your little brother, whom you told me about?” 

How can Yoseph determine the degree to which his brothers have changed so they can be a 

family again remembering how they brutally sold him to be a slave something that still brings 

him much anguish so we find our reading finishing with his plot to cause Benyamin to fall prey 

to his planting of his goblet of Divination to see how they will respond? Even before that 

however he makes it a point to show favouritism to Benyamin by giving him 5 times more 

exotic food even from his table to incite them into jealousy. We can see how wise Yoseph is 

in this testing since the journey of his descent was because of this same type of Favouritism.  

Revelatory Analysis 

As we read this great story it is necessary that we begin to personalize the lesson. We should 

see that YHWH in his divine wisdom has allowed many things in our life to build character, 

but this has the purpose of refining us that his grand design may be manifest in us. Therefore, 

how we respond will determine the length of time we need to endure these things. 

Ultimately, we know that just like Yoseph, YHWH has sent his son to mend the breach & 

restore fellowship, but we too need to be tested often to see if his work is bearing fruit and 

to further elevate us to greater heights of Holiness. It is not knowledge or Observance that 

determines that, but rather difficult situations, so your greatest trouble may be in fact your 

greatest blessing as it has the power to Elevate you to the greatest heights. May this epic tale 

therefore be helpful in our personal road to spiritual maturity as well.   

 


