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A Day-by-Day 
Guide to Sukkot 

 

Please note: There are some things on this guide that might sound very unfamiliar to you, and 

you may find yourself unable to comprehend it, but by simply reading through the information 

on this guide and doing only what you understand, you will be doing very well.  
 

September 20–23—Tishrei 11–14 

As soon as the solemn day of Yom Kippur has concluded, we focus on the upcoming holiday 

of Sukkot (Booths A.K.A Feast of Tabernacles). The four days between Yom Kippur and 

Sukkot should be characterized by frenetic activity—purchasing of the Four Kinds, erecting 

the sukkah hut, inviting guests for the forthcoming holiday, shopping for and preparing all the 

meals, and purchasing new clothing in honour of the holiday. 

 

September 23 - Tishrei 14 - The Day Before Sukkot 
 
It is customary to bind together the Four Kinds—the lulav, hadassim and aravot—today, while 

in the sukkah. On the day before Sukkot it is traditional to give extra charity, for true joy is 

sharing with others.Women and girls light candles—preferably in the sukkah—in order to 

usher in the holiday.  

 

Kindling the Lights in the Sukkah 

 
1) Ba-ruch A-tah Yahweh E-lo-hei-nu me-lech ha-olam asher ki-deshanu be-mitzvo-tav ve-

tzvi-vanu le-hadlik ner shel Yom Tov. 

 

Blessed are You, Yahweh our Elohim, King of the universe, who has sanctified us with His 

commandments and has commanded us to light the candle of the Holiday. 

 

2) Ba-ruch A-tah Yahweh E-lo-hei-nu me-lech ha-olam she-heche-ya-nu ve-ki-yi-ma-nu ve-

higi-a-nu liz-man ha-zeh 

 

Blessed are You, Yahweh our Elohim, King of the universe, who has granted us life, sustained 

us, and enabled us to reach this occasion. 
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After evening prayers, we enjoy a holiday meal. Even if it is pouring rain, on this night it is a 

mitzvah to at least make kiddush and eat an ounce of challah in the sukkah. We dip the challah 

in honey.  

Ushpizin 

The spirits of the Patriarchs, Avraham, Yitzchak, Ya’akov, Moshe, A’aron, Yoseph and David, 

are said to visit the occupants of a sukkah on each consecutive night, imbuing each night with 

a particular feeling. This custom is known as “Ushpizin,” an Aramaic word, which means 

guests, comprising the spirits of founding fathers of the Hebrew faith. It is believed that the 

Transfiguration of Yahshua HaMoshiach occurred during the time of Sukkot due to Kepha’s 

(Peter’s) suggestion at build sukkas for Moshe and Eliyah (Elijah) after seeing them manifest 

next to Rebbe Yahshua. “After six days Rebbe YahShua took Rabbis Kepha, Yakkov and 

Yochannan with him and led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There 

he was transfigured before them. His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone 

in the world could bleach them. And there appeared before them Eliyah and Moshe, who 

were talking with Rebbe YahShua. Rabbi Kepha said to Rebbe YahShua, ‘Rabbi, it is 

good for us to be here. Let us put up three Sukkas--one for you, one for Moses and one 

for Elijah.’ (He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.) Then a cloud appeared 

and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud: "This is my Son, whom I love. 

Listen to him!” (Mark 9:2-7) 

Tonight, begins the Simchat Beit Hasho’eivah celebrations. It is customary to dance and sing 

in commemoration of the water-drawing festivals held nightly in the Holy Temple throughout 

the holiday of Sukkot.  

Tonight, and tomorrow led by our Patriarch Avraham. 

September 24—Tishrei 15 - 1st Day of Sukkot 

We shake the Four Kinds.  

Morning service. Full Hallel is recited, followed by the Hoshanot (circling of the synagogue’s 

reading table with the Four Kinds, while reciting special prayers petitioning Elohim for ample 

livelihood in the coming year). 

 

Two Torah scrolls are taken out of the ark. 

Torah Readings 

Leviticus 22:26-23:44, Numbers 29:12-16 

Overview: The reading begins with an injunction that a newborn calf, lamb, or kid must 

be left with its mother for seven days; one may not slaughter an animal and its offspring 

on the same day. 

 

The reading then lists the annual Callings of Holiness — the festivals of the Hebrew 

calendar: the weekly Shabbat; the bringing of the Pesach korban (Passover offering) on 

14 Nissan; the seven-day Pesach festival beginning on 15 Nissan; the bringing of the 

https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/39595/jewish/The-Calfs-Mother.htm
https://www.chabad.org/article.asp?AID=42008
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/1093/jewish/Faking-It.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/2758/jewish/Appointments-In-Time.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/253215/jewish/Shabbat.htm
https://www.chabad.org/magazine/article_cdo/aid/2856/jewish/Exploring-Passover.htm
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Omer offering from the first barley harvest on the 2nd day of Pesach, and the 

commencement, on that day, of the 49-day Counting of the Omer, culminating in the 

festival of Shavuot on the 50th day; a "remembrance of shofar blowing" on 1 Tishrei; a 

solemn fast day on 10 Tishrei; the Sukkot festival — during which we are to dwell in 

huts for seven days and take the "Four Kinds" — beginning on 15 Tishrei; and the 

immediately following holiday of the "8th day" of Sukkot (Shemini Atzeret). 

 

Elohim declares the fifteenth day (and the subsequent 6 days) of the seventh month to 

be a holy convocation, no work shall be done during that time. The reading then 

describes the Sukkot offerings which were brought in the Beit HaMikdash (Holy 

Temple). 

Zechariah 14:1-21 

The prophet Zachariah prophesies about the world transformation that will occur in the 

end of days, when “Yahweh shall become King over all the earth; on that day shall 

Adonai be one, and His name one.” 

 

But first he describes a great war that will center around Yerushalayim immediately 

before the ultimate Redemption. Elohim will gather the nations for war, and He will do 

battle with them, by visiting various diseases and ailments upon them. Zachariah then 

notes that those of the nations who will survive this cataclysmic war will be required to 

go to Yerushalayim every year on the holiday of Sukkot to pay homage to Elohim. 

 

John 1:1-18 

“The Word became a human being and lived with us, and we saw the Sh’kinah” (John 

1:14) 

Festive lunch meal in the sukkah. We dip the challah in honey. 

After dark, women and girls light candles—preferably in the sukkah—for the second day of 

Sukkot, using an existing flame.  

Kindling the Lights in the Sukkah 
 

1) Ba-ruch A-tah Yahweh E-lo-hei-nu me-lech ha-olam asher ki-deshanu be-mitzvo-tav ve-

tzvi-vanu le-hadlik ner shel Yom Tov. 

 

Blessed are You, Yahweh our Elohim, King of the universe, who has sanctified us with His 

commandments and has commanded us to light the candle of the Holiday. 

 

2) Ba-ruch A-tah Yahweh E-lo-hei-nu me-lech ha-olam she-heche-ya-nu ve-ki-yi-ma-nu ve-

higi-a-nu liz-man ha-zeh 

 

Blessed are You, Yahweh our Elohim, King of the universe, who has granted us life, sustained 

us, and enabled us to reach this occasion. 

 

After evening prayers, a festive holiday meal in the sukkah. We dip the challah in honey. 

https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2776/jewish/The-Seven-Species-and-Seven-Attributes.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/42896/jewish/Language-of-the-Soul.htm
http://www.chabadonline.com/shavuot/
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2009/jewish/Holding-G-d-in-Her-Hands.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2513/jewish/Reverse-Biology.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2557/jewish/Souls-in-the-Rain.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/4689/jewish/Shemini-Atzeret-Simchat-Torah.htm
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Tonight, and tomorrow we are led by the spirit of Patriarch Yitzach.  

 

September 25 -Tishrei 16 - 2nd Day of Sukkot 

We shake the Four Kinds.  

Waving the Lulav 

The Four Species – Lulav, Willow, Myrtle, Etrog1 – are taken in hand every day of Succoth, 

except on (the weekly) Shabbat. The Lulav bundle is picked up with the right hand, then the 

Etrog (pitam facing down) with the left hand. After the bracha is recited, the Etrog is turned 

(so the pitam is facing up) and the Four Species are waved in six directions. 

Baruch atah Yahweh, Eloheinu Melekh haolam, Asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav, v’tzivanu 

al n’tilat lulav (Amein) 

Blessed are You Yahweh our Elohim, King of the universe, who has commanded us to lift up 

the lulav. (Amein) 

 

(The following bracha is added [only] on the first day of Sukkot) 

 

Baruch Atah Yahweh, Eloheinu Melekh haOlam, shehecheyanu, v’kiy’manu, v'higiyanu 

laz’man hazeh 

 

Blessed are you Yahweh, our Elohim, King of the universe, who has given us life, and 

sustained us, and brought us to this day. 

 

(After reciting the Bracha turn the Etrog from downward to upwards. Pitom face up.) 

 

Remember, when waving the Lulav always remain facing toward Yerushalayim  

 

We wave the Lulav SOUTH NORTH EAST UP DOWN WEST 

 

• South  Incline the lulav toward the right, toward south then shake the bundle. 

• North  Incline the lulav toward the left pointing toward north. 

• East Incline the lulav forward toward the east. Then shake the bundle. 

• Up  Lift the lulav vertically gazing up to heaven. Then shake the bundle. 

• Down  Point the lulav downward looking down on the earth. Then shake the bundle. 

• West  Incline the lulav on the right shoulder pointing toward the west (back). Then 

shake the bundle. 

 

The Mitzvah is concluded. Baruch HaShem Yahweh! 

Morning service. Full Hallel is recited (Verbatim recitation of Psalm 113-118), followed by 

the Hoshanot (circling of the synagogue’s reading table with the Four Kinds, while reciting 

special prayers petitioning Elohim for ample livelihood in the coming year). 

Two Torah scrolls are taken out of the ark. 

                                                      
1 Any type of palm branch can substitute the Lulav and a normal household lemon can substitute the Etrog.  
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Torah Readings 

Leviticus 22:26-23:44, Numbers 29:12-16 

1 Kings 8:2-21 

Today's haftorah describes the dedication of Solomon's Temple, which occurred during the 

holiday of Sukkot. (The celebration of the completion of the Holy Temple began a few days 

earlier, on the 8th of Tishrei.) 

 

The construction of the Holy Temple was completed. King Solomon assembled the leaders and 

elders of the tribes to Yerushalayim, and amidst great fanfare the Levites transported the Ark 

from its temporary location in the City of David and installed it in the Holy of Holies chamber 

in the Holy Temple. Immediately, Elohim’s presence appeared in the Temple, in the form of a 

smoky cloud. 

 

King Solomon then blessed Elohim. He recalled the history of the sanctuary, how his father, 

King David, had wanted to build it—but was told by Elohim that it would be his son who would 

accomplish this feat. “And Yahweh has established His word that He spoke, and I have 

risen up in the place of David my father, and sit on the throne of Israel, as Yahweh spoke, 

and have built a house for the name of Yahweh, the Elohim of Yisrael. And I have set 

there a place for the ark, wherein (is) the covenant of Yahweh, which He made with our 

fathers, when He brought them out of the land of Egypt.” 

Recite the A’aronic Blessing 

Y'-va-re-ch'-cha Yahweh  v'-yish-m'-re-cha; 

ya-er Yahweh  pa-nav a-le-cha vi-chu-ne-ka; 

yi-sa Yahweh  pa-nav a-le-cha. 

v'ya-sem-l'-cha sha-lom. 

 

B’Shem YahShua, Ha-Mesheach. Sar Shalom. 

 
“Yahweh will kneel before you presenting gifts  

and will guard you with a hedge of protection,  

Yahweh will illuminate the wholeness of His being 

 toward you bring order and he will beautify you,  

Yahweh will lift up His wholeness of being 

 and look upon you and He will set in place 

 all you need to be whole and complete.” 

 

In the name of YahShua the Messiah, Prince of peace. 

 

Festive lunch meal in the sukkah. We dip the challah in honey. 

Afternoon prayers. Evening prayers. After nightfall, perform the Havdalah ceremony. 

Simchat Beit Hasho’eivah celebrations continue.  
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Celebrate Sukkot’s Chol Hamoed (“intermediate days”). Between now and Shemini Atzeret, 

we may resume much (not all) of our regular, workday activities (not on Shabbat), but, of 

course, we continue to eat in the sukkah. It is customary to drink a glass of wine each day, in 

celebration of the festival.  

September 26 - Tishrei 17 - 3rd day of Sukkot 

 

Chol Hamoed 

 

Morning service: with the addition of the Yaaleh Veyavo insert in the Amidah. 

 

Complete Hallel is recited. Two Torah scrolls are taken out of the ark. 

 

Torah Readings 

 

Exodus 33:12-34:26, Numbers 29:17-22 

 

Ezekiel 38:18-39:15 

 
The subject of the haftorah of this Shabbat is the war of Gog and Magog that will precede the 

Final Redemption. Its connection to the holiday of Sukkot is that according to tradition the war 

will take place during the month of Tishrei, the month when the holiday of Sukkot falls. In 

addition, this war is identical to the one described in the fourteenth chapter of Zachariah, the 

haftorah read on the first day of Sukkot, which concludes by saying that the gentile survivors 

of this war will be required to go to Jerusalem every year on the holiday of Sukkot to pay 

homage to Elohim. 

The prophet describes Gog's war against Israel and Elohim's furious response. Elohim will send 

an earthquake, pestilence, great floods and hailstones and fire—utterly destroying Gog's 

armies. 

 

“And I will reveal Myself in My greatness and in My holiness and will be recognized in the 

eyes of many nations, and they will know that I am Yahweh. . . . I will make known My Holy 

Name in the midst of My people Yisrael, and I will no longer cause My Holy Name to be 

profaned, and the nations will know that I, Yahweh, am holy in Yisrael.” 

 

The haftorah concludes by saying that the weaponry of the defeated armies of Gog will provide 

fuel for fire for seven years! The Jews “shall carry no wood from the fields nor cut down any 

from the forests, for they shall make fires from the weapons.” 

 
 

Holiday Musaf amidah. 

 

Afternoon prayers. Evening prayers. 

Tonight, and tomorrow we are led by the spirit of Moshe.  

Simchat Beit Hasho’eivah celebrations continue.  

https://www.chabad.org/16136#v18
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September 27 - Tishrei 18 - 4th day of Sukkot 

 

2nd day of Chol Hamoed (intermediate day) 

We shake the Four Kinds.  

Morning service: In many communities, throughout the intermediate days of Sukkot, tefillin 

are not worn. 

 

Full Hallel is recited, followed by the Hoshanot (circling of the synagogue’s reading table with 

the Four Kinds, while reciting special prayers petitioning Elohim for ample livelihood in the 

coming year).  

We say today’s section of Hoshanot. 

 

One Torah scroll is taken out of the ark. 

Torah Reading 

Numbers 29:20-28 

The Musaf Amidah is recited.  

During all of the intermediate days, Yaaleh Veyavo is inserted during all prayers and in the 

Grace After Meals. 

Chol Hamoed (the “intermediate days”) are observed with limited work restriction.  

Tonight, and tomorrow we are led by spirit of A’aron the high priest.  

Simchat Beit Hasho’eivah celebrations continue. It is customary to dance and sing in 

commemoration of the water-drawing festivals held nightly in the Holy Temple throughout the 

holiday of Sukkot.  

September 28 - Tishrei 19 - 5th day of Sukkot 

 

3rd day of Chol Hamoed (intermediate day) 

 

We shake the Four Kinds.  

 

Morning service: In many communities, throughout the intermediate days of Sukkot, tefillin 

are not worn. 

 

Full Hallel is recited, followed by the Hoshanot (circling of the synagogue’s reading table with 

the Four Kinds, while reciting special prayers petitioning Elohim for ample livelihood in the 

coming year). 

 

Torah Reading 

Numbers 29:23–31 

https://www.chabad.org/9957#v23
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The Musaf amidah is recited. During all of the Intermediate Days, Yaaleh Veyavo is inserted 

during all prayers and in the Grace After Meals. 

Chol Hamoed (the “intermediate days”) are observed with limited work restriction. Click 

here for a digest of the laws of Chol Hamoed. 

18 minutes before sunset, women and girls light candles — preferably in the sukkah — for 

Shabbat, using an existing flame.  

After abridged Shabbat evening prayers (with the addition of the Yaaleh Veyavo insert in the 

Amidah) festive Shabbat meal in the sukkah. 

Tonight, and tomorrow led by the spirit of Yoseph. 

Simchat Beit Hasho’eivah celebrations continue.  

September 29 - Tishrei 20 - 6th day of Sukkot 
 

4th day Chol Hamoed  

We do not take the Four Kinds today in observance of Shabbat. 

Morning service: Normal Shabbat prayers, with the addition of the Yaaleh Veyavo insert in the 

Amidah. 

 

Complete Hallel is recited.  

Torah Reading 

Exodus 33:12–34:26, Numbers 29:17–22 

Ezekiel 38:18-39:15 

Holiday Musaf amidah. 

Afternoon prayers. Evening prayers. After nightfall, perform the Havdalah ceremony. 

Tonight, and tomorrow we are led by the spirit of King David.  

Simchat Beit Hasho’eivah celebrations continue.  

Tonight, and tomorrow is Hoshana Rabbah.  

https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/1000452/jewish/Chol-Hamoed.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/1000452/jewish/Chol-Hamoed.htm
https://www.chabad.org/9894#v12
https://www.chabad.org/9957#v17
https://www.chabad.org/16136#v18
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It is customary in many communities to remain awake all night.  

It is traditional to recite the Book of Deuteronomy before midnight and the Book of Psalms 

after midnight.   

September 30 - Tishrei 21 - 7th day of Sukkot 
 

5th day of Chol Hamoed (intermediate day) 

 

Hoshana Rabbah  

We shake the Four Kinds.  

Morning service: In many communities, throughout the intermediate days of Sukkot, tefillin 

are not worn. 

 

Before Hallel, we remove the upper two bands from the lulav.  

Full Hallel is recited, followed by the Hoshanot (circling of the synagogue’s reading table with 

the Four Kinds, while reciting special prayers petitioning Elohim for ample livelihood in the 

coming year). During today’s Hoshanot we circle the reading table seven times, followed by 

several pages of special prayers, wherein we ask Elohim to bless us with abundant rain. At the 

conclusion of the Hoshanot we take a bundle of five willows, and with it we strike the ground 

five times. 

Torah Reading 

Numbers 29:26–34 

The Musaf amidah is recited. During all of the intermediate days, Yaaleh Veyavo is inserted 

during all prayers and in the Grace After Meals. 

Chol Hamoed (the “intermediate days”) are observed with limited work restrictions.  

Many have the custom to eat kreplach—ground beef- or chicken-filled dough, folded into 

triangles—on this day. 

These are usually eaten during the festive lunch meal, during which one also washes over 

challah or bread.  

Tonight is Shemini Atzeret. 

Since the festival begins on a Wednesday night, we prepare an eruv tavshilin. 

Women and girls light candles—preferably in the sukkah—in order to usher in the holiday.  

https://www.chabad.org/9957#v26
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/4689/jewish/Shemini-Atzeret-Simchat-Torah.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/708581/jewish/Eruv-Tavshilin.htm

