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The Book of Ecclesiastes or Sefer Kohelet comes across as one of the gloomiest 
books in the TaNaK. In it King Solomon opens this sefer with the phrase, “Futility of 
Futilities,” which he repeats throughout the book no less than seven times. 
“Futility of futilities! – said Kohelet – futility of futilities! All is futile! What 
profit does man have for all his labour which he toils beneath the sun? 
(Ecclesiastes 1:2-3)”  

Furthermore, his father, King David, also echoes the same refrain. “…all is but 
total futility – all human existence, Selah. Only in shadowy darkness does man 
make his way, it is but futility for which we are in turmoil; he amasses riches, 
but he knows not who will harvest them. (Psalm 39:6b-7)”  

What’s interesting about these declarations is that it can sound as an affront to the 
design and purpose of the entire universe that Yahweh Elohim created. 
Furthermore, at the time of creation, Elohim surveyed all that He created and 
pronounced it as “very good.” “Elohim saw all that he had made, and it was very 
good. (Genesis 1:31)” And further still, three thousand years later, when Israel 
was on the verge of being overrun by the Babylonian, Yahweh, through the prophet 
Jeremiah, says “I made the earth – with man and the animal that are on the 
face of the earth – with My great strength and with my outstretched arm, and I 
gave it to whomever was fitting in My eyes (Jeremiah 27:5)” and through Isaiah 
He said, “Raise your eyes on high and see Who created these [things]. (Isaiah 
40:26)” These and many similar verses exhibit Elohim having great pride in His 
creation. The Sage Rambam (Moshe ben Maimon) wrestled with this apparent 
contradiction in his writings saying, “Surely (Solomon) is not contradicting Elohim 
(but) does he see futility where Elohim sees accomplishment?”  

Rambam explains that the physical world is like raw material in the hands of the 
people. Elohim presents us with a universe that is indeed “very good,” and it is up 
to us to use it wisely, to perfect ourselves and our surroundings in accordance with 
His will, as expressed in His Torah and expounded by His wise counsellors.  

When Noach’s generation corrupted itself and even the very earth through its 
moral perversions and selfishness, it was not Creation that Elohim pronounced to 
be a failure; rather Yahweh reconsidered having made Man on the earth, and He 
had heartfelt sadness (Genesis 6:6). It was not the earth – the raw material – that 
would be destroyed, but the artisan who abused it.  

Man, not Elohim, is at fault when his actions cause punishment and destruction.  

So when man fails to produce that which is value from the raw material that 
Elohim provides his efforts become futile.  

David’s reference to such a state in Psalm 39 is saying that when “Man, the crown 
of creation (who is) endowed with…unlimited opportunity to control the shape of 
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Elohim’s revelation on earth, squanders his assets in the pursuit of petty lusts…will 
discover that they were empty and futile, completely unworthy of his greatest 
efforts.”  

The Talmud relates in Bava Basra 11a that King Monabaz donated to charity all his 
own treasures accumulated by himself and his many ancestors. He explained, 
‘They gathered treasures which cannot be protected from the hands of plunderers, 
but I gather mitzvoth (spiritual treasures) stored away in heaven, safe from any 
foreign land!’ (Shaarei Chaim).  

Matthew writes, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also 
(Matthew 6:21)” thus supporting the case that King Monabaz’s heart was in the 
right place. His heart was not set on the possible benefits of his riches in this world 
where there are no guarantees, but in heaven where there is eternal guarantee.  

King Solomon urges us to evaluate the world through Elohim’s lenses and to 
recognise that anything that conflicts with the Torah’s scheme is of no value.  

Thus, Ramban concludes, these are the themes of Solomon’s three books, Song of 
Songs is ecstatic at Israel’s loving relationship with Elohim, the Holiest of the Holy. 
Proverbs charts the course that will lead people to the ultimate goal of eternal 
life. Ecclesiastes warns man away from the road of futility.  

Rav Sha’ul writes that the fulfilment of Yahweh’s word through Messiah is intrinsic 
to all the Torah and if it were not so, “And if Messiah has not been raised, your 
faith is futile; you are still in your sins. (1 Corinthians 15:17)”  

And to the congregation of Called out Ones in Philippi he said, “What is more, I 
consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Yahshua 
HaMoshiach our Adon, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them 
garbage, that I may gain Messiah (Philippians 3:8)”  

The Creator of the Universe gave mankind his Torah and in it He maps out our path 
and the redemptive plan of His Saving Right Arm and if we refuse this rescue, we 
refuse the very council of the Torah that He gave so that we might claim this 
foundational truth.  

Knowledge of the Torah itself is futile if one does not do what it says by practicing 
the fear of Yahweh that leads to humility, which enables us to surrender to His 
will, which elicits His salvation.   

  2


