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The Mikvah of Moshiach 
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Coming from Notzri (Nazareth) in the Galil (Galilee), Yahshua makes his way to the Yardenit 

(The Jordan River), where Yochannan ben Zakkai (John the son of Zechariah) is preaching and 

immersing followers. His immersion is such a central theme to his teaching that he is known 

as Yochannan HaMatbil (John the Immerser).  

Around this time at Bethany, Kohanim (Priests), L’vi’im (Levites) and some P’rushim 

(Pharisees) are sent by the Sanhedrin to question Yochannan as to who he was. He denies 

being Moshiach, Eliyah or a Navi (prophet), only saying that he is a forerunner, “the voice of 

one crying out in the wilderness…(Isaiah 40:3)” The following day Yochannan sees Yahshua 

walking toward him and says, “Look, Elohim’s lamb! The one who is taking away the sin of 

the world! (John 1:29)” Yochannan then reveals the whole meaning behind his ministry and 

its emphasis on receiving mikvah to make the Moshiach known to Yisrael.   
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What is the role of an Immerser? Well, no one in Judaism actually ever physically takes 
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someone and immerses them in a body of water. Such a way of immersing is absurd and 

completely defeats the whole purpose of attaining a state of pure set-apartness. But it is a 

halachic requirement, that if available, a person over bar mitzvah age attend the mikvah as an 

overseer, making sure the occupant is fully immersed. The witness/attendant checks for 

barriers called chatzitzah, which may invalidate the immersion (i.e. a foreign object causing a 

blockage between the skin and water such as a plaster cast). Some rabbis attribute hair dye 

as a chatzitzah. The witness does not touch the occupant before immersion, lest he become 

defiled and have to re-immerse himself, but he may whoosh his hands over the surface of the 

water to make a noise letting the occupant know he is fully immersed and may rise. Yochannan 

was causing so many people to come and immerse themselves that he simply became known 

as “The Immerser.” The witness/attendant may reach out his hand immediately following 

immersion so that the newly rebirthed believer’s first contact is with a fellow purified soul.  

Now, there are many different types of immersions. One can be immersed for family purity 
reasons, for repentance, after receiving new revelation, or receiving the nefesh HaShamayim 
(the soul birth from above [.i.e., born again]) or before entering prayer, before commencing 
ritual service or before having an audience with a king. The Torah starts with an immersion of 
the whole world, at the beginning. As the baby in the womb is covered by fluid, so the earth 
is also covered in the fluid of the seas before it is brought fourth.  
 
On the third day of creation we see the source of the word ‘mikvah’ for the first time in 

Genesis 1:10.  

ְקָרא ים יִּ ְקֵוה ַלַיָבָשה ֱאֹלהִּ ם ֶאֶרץּוְלמִּ ים ָקָרא ַהַמיִּ ים ַימִּ י־טֹוב ַוַיְראֱאֹלהִּ  כִּ

VaYiq'rä élohiymlaYaBäshäh eretz ûl'miq'vëhhaMayim qärä yaMiym vaYar'élohiym Kiy-tôv 

“…Elohim called the dry land Earth, and the gathering together (mikveh) of the waters He 

called Seas (haMayim) And Elohim saw that it was good. (Genesis 1:10) 
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Yahweh confirmed Yahshua’s authority in an audible manifestation of speech when He said, 
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“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased (Matthew 3:17)” The incident also 
carried the three chief manifestations of Yahweh’s interaction with man, Yahweh’s very voice 
representing him, the descending of the Ruach like a dove and Yahshua himself. This was not 
the birth of the Trinity or a revealing of it as the make-up of the Ein Sof (The incomprehensible 
One), but an open display of the three chief forms of interaction that the Almighty chose to 
interact with man from time immemorial, the Father’s command, the Son’s obedience and 
the Ruach’s empowerment.  
 

This why we are admonished to make talmidim and immerse them in these three names. 
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, immersing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Ruach HaKodesh (Matthew 28:19)” We do this in acknowledging 
the three chief manifestations of Yahweh’s interaction with Israel throughout the course of 
history.  
 

  
 



8 
 

  

  
 



9 
 

“On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Yahshua’s mother was there, and 

Yahshua and his talmidim had also been invited to the wedding.
 
When the wine was gone, 

Yahshua’s mother said to him, ‘They have no more wine.’ ‘Woman,
 
why do you involve me?’ 

Yahshua replied. ‘My hour has not yet come.’
 
His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever 

he tells you. (John 2:1-5)” 
 

“On the third day…” The third day of the week, Tuesday is the preferred day for weddings in 
Israel because on the third day of the creation week, Elohim pronounced things “good” twice 
(Genesis 1:10,12); the only time He did so in the seven days of Creation. Therefore the third 
day is known as a day of double blessing, the best day of the week to begin a new life. 
 

“…a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee.” The mention of this wedding symbolised the 
Wedding Feast of the Lamb, when Messiah Yahshua marries his bride (Israel), reminding us 
that the beginning of a matter is wedge in the end and the end of a matter is wedged in the 
beginning. The town Cana (Chanah) represents creation. The root-verbקנה (qana) means to 
acquire or create. The name Channah means “gift from Elohim” and Chanukah means “to 
dedication.”  

 

“Woman,
 
why do you involve me?’ Yahshua replied. ‘My hour has not yet come.’” 

 
The 

request from Yahshua’s mother represents an acknowledgment of a waning joy and hope and 

the crying out for Moshiach to be hastened. So, from this we know that Messiah can come 

before a predesignated time if we continue to tarry with him.  
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Did You Know?  
 
Miriam asks for new wine. Why? “How wonderful and beautiful they will be! The young men 
will thrive on abundant grain, and the young women will flourish on new wine. (Zechariah 
9:17)” 
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“Then (David) took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them 
in the pouch of his shepherd's bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine. 
Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to David. 
He looked David over and saw that he was little more than a boy, glowing with health and 
handsome, and he despised him. He said to David, "Am I a dog, that you come at me with 
sticks?" And the Philistine cursed David by his elohim. And the Philistine said to David, Come 
to me, and I will give your flesh unto the birds of the heavens, and to the beasts of the field. 
David said to the Philistine, ‘You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I 
come against you in the name of Yahweh Almighty, the Elohim of the armies of Israel, whom 
you have defied. This day Yahweh will deliver you into my hands, and I'll strike you down 
and cut off your head. This very day I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the 
birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is an Elohim in Israel. 
All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that Yahweh saves; for the 
battle is Yahweh’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.’ As the Philistine moved closer 
to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him. Reaching into his bag 
and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank 
into his forehead, and he fell face down on the ground. (1 Samuel 17:40-49)” 
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David smote Goliath in the skull, the same place that Yahshua smote HaSatan, in the place of 

the skull (Golgotha).  
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“YahShua said to the servants, ‘Fill the jars with water’; so they filled them to the brim. Then 
he told them, ‘Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet. (John 2:7-8)’” 

 

“Fill the jars with water…” The stone jars held up to the equivalent of 30 gallons, that’s 
around 130 litres. Can you imagine filling six of these. So even miracles take work. Miracles 
always require a measure of natural effort. For example, Yahweh instructs Moshe to raise 
his staff and stretch out his hands over the Yam Suf (Reed Sea). On another occasion, the 
rod with a bronze serpent is required to be made and held aloft to heal the nation. 
 
“…draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.” The force of the miracle 
depended on the wine being of good quality. The Master of the banquet is the most 
qualified to know.  
 

Note that there is no ritual act performed at all in this miracle, nor is there any kind of 
accompanying prayer. In certain conditions, prayer can be a sign of unbelief or doubt. Many 
people pray over things that don’t require prayer. Example, ‘Dear Heavenly Father, I pray 
that I don’t join the Masonic Lodge!’ Just don’t join! 
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Deeper Look: The earliest possible reference to Dionysus turning water into wine was by 
Achilles Tatius in the Greek Romance, "The Adventures of Leucippe and Clitophon" which was 
written in the 2nd century A.D.  It mentions a Tyranian myth about Dionysus introducing wine 
to the world, with Dionysus calling it "the water of summer" and saying "This is the water, this 
is the spring".  It's not clear whether this a real Tyranian myth being mentioned here (in which 
case it may be pre-Christian) or just something Tatius was inventing for the purposes of this 
story.  Either way, Dionysus is not actually turning water into wine, but simply calling the wine 
a type of water.  And we cannot reliably date this myth to any earlier than the second century 
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A.D. 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 


